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Selections. 


; There is never an end ; it is always 
a going on; and God’s mercy is be- 
yond, always.—IMrs. A. D. T. Whit- 
Paves: 


For every trial God sends, He 
gives “sufficient grace for its endur- 
nce ; but He promises no grace to 
ea anticipations with, and we lit- 
tle know how very large a portion 
of our mental suffering arises from 
ae anticipations of trial.— Church Press. 


Pe T £4 8 


lake, itis tolead you to the unfailing 
Fountain ; if he blights the gourd, 
it is to drive you to the Tree of Life ; 
if He sends the cross, it is to brighten 
the crown; for no cross, no crown ; 
no rain, no rainbow. 


* 


“Study to be quiet.’’ The lesson 
may be hard to many of us, but it 
is well worth the cost of learning. 
It brings strength and peace to the 
heart. Speech is good, ofttimes si- 
lence is better. He who has learned 
to hold his tongue is a greater con- 
queror than the warrior who subdues 


in| Hr ene RPL Ns et eee rei se nie eestteere=ene een aia 


Editorial N otes. you dying grace. How often are | leging that He performed them by 
ministers permitted to witness the/a demoniacal agency, a certain wo- 

—‘‘A Happy New Vear!” is our Verification of this precious truth in| man sitting by and listening to His 
salutation, and that it may be the dying scenes of even young |reply broke out in an exclamation, 
| Christians? blessing the mother that bore Him 

—There are many professing 'and nourished Himasa babe. It is 
Christians whose souls are smalil—_| not the first instance in which wo- 
—As it is desired to close up all | very small. -And if they are saved|™an has talked out in favor of the 
the accounts of the Board of Publi- at all, it will be ‘“‘so as by fire.” ‘truth, when it was denied and tra- 
cation in the hands of its successor} And yet it is to such deformed souls duced by worldly-minded men. In 
for settlement as soon as possible, fee many people look for an illus-|the Reformed Church, we are glad 
those indebted, either in the Book | tration of the effects of saving grace | to see the women coming forward 
or Periodical Department, are re- | upon our earthly lives. And they/to the front, gradually, and not only 
quested to settle the same without} comfort themselves with the delu-|speaking out, but taking an active 
delay. sion, that being, as they esteem|DPart in carrying forward the work 
themselves, as good as these Christ-|0f Christ, not only in their congre- 


—We think our readers will agree | . : : y 
St €lians, they may cherish equal ex-|gations, but in the Church at large 


with us that our printers (for the ; ee ae a 
last twenty-three jets) Nae B | pectations of a blessed eternity. | —in its missionary and educational 


fare : _| operations, and other di ious. 
Rodgers Printing Company, 54 North : ne pas 13 ey es ae me € Sara ‘ ade om 
Sixth Street, Philadelphia, havedone | 7 ™/°°7#PSB 1B DoGy, with stunted es 


their part well in sending out the ae pas pear tee wari but) and aes Ti pair AS a 
MESSENGER in its new departure, by} xe a Peak ; bi Fs Sameer fr: rae ~ rg td 
putting it in a new dress, the body ak, of Pee Ais’ Gwen pane: AER, Meee 
eet teil grinten tao few oes and his prospects of after-life ; exerted. They have done sage 
font of type called Ronaldson, which [oy Sos ee [ Sites: nebieabeaiy, aud they wim 


: 5s 3 : jproperly encouraged, do a great 
makes it neat and pleasant to the| . —tTtis wrong to become wholly ab-| deal more in Geeizia come. There 
eye. The improvements in this first . 


; isorbed, even in Christian work, if}; something for every one of them 
number of the year 1888 will be fol-| we do not have a fixed principle of | imariied isc heeled) alae ae Pa 
lowed by others as they are deemed . Obedience to God as the ruling im-| hodsehold of faith. So sav we all. 

necessary. pulse of our lives. Anything Tess } 


—This is the time—the close of a me sa a Step Pt —In Germany and Switzerland, 
the year and the beginning of anew es ea = re . Out! church councils,-in some way or 
one—when notices to peed ee sipia  saae pag Bi a have received 1a name 


| another, 

: our Own way, not th rd’s. ae F : 
the paper are sent by subscribers, “i 2 Lo d & And | which does them no credit. A con- 
See j we all know how fatal this will be} _-. 5 Le es 
and alsorenewals of subscriptions are | } ; | Sistory is called a sti/l-stand, which 
s .,,; How the end will then certainly be/|- 4. | : - s : 
received. We hope pastors will}. ip “ ~~|implies that as bodies they are inac- 
? E a : jruin. Just here the divine grace of|,- 4, Y ie % ° 
take sufficient interest in the circu- | : 2 --, | Jve—tltta-conservative, notexactiy 
: ; | Obedience is a most blessed gift. | 5 
lation of the church paper in so far} 2 : | at the same 

; s |Amid the surging elefiients of life | 7 
as to dissuade their members from | bu 


crowned with heaven’s richest bless- 
ings is our wish, to all of our readers. 


backwards, nor, 
; ‘ jtime, going forwards, but standin 
i mae Z ars . | with which we must all contend ; our} _,-, gee ; Le 6 : s 
discontinuing its visits to their). - - : jstill, in way of progress. In 
3 \frail barks will safely outride the}/; . «0. ai 4 1 
homes, and influence those who are} 3 jiact, it Means that they are asicep 
: : storm and enter the open harbor,|., 4.0: 4 te 5 
not readers of it to at once subscribe | ‘ded th rit’ of obedi jat their post. But elders and dea- 
i : : rovide e spirit of obedience} E esset © i+ : : 
for it. Weshall aim to make it an | P Guigtie hh in |cous ought to be active, efficient, 
ae ESE : ., |coutrols the helm. ot: reas SPs ae : 
indispensable thing in their pursuit | | diligent in their duties, or, in other 
= - / P eu. rds ide awake r y ari 
of the higher life and a welcome} -—T the expectation that a bright | Words, bn nah awake. If they are 
ee . x g bdii: nti er -< £ 4h har 4 
visitor to their homes. |star would appear in the heavens|°#8SRt Teacers Of the church pa 
: ~ +t Ts Ss “61 ¥ y t ri 
|during the year 1887, the same as| PCTS, 45 WE know many of them are, 
- : A Bae erat h Pts beratienen stn atcek ta 
‘that which led the wise men of the| ‘hey will take an interest in all of 


: 


—AN EXAMPLE TO IMITATE.—‘“‘ I 


anempire. The power to be silent 
under provocations and wrongs, and 
in the midst of dangers and alarms, 
is the power of peace and victorious- 
ness.— The 'Presbyterian. 


There is plenty of work to do just 
now, and all Christians can have a 
hand in it. There is not a congre- 
gation any place that cannot give 
employment to every oneof its mem- 
bers and still feel that it is leaving 
ground untilled. It is this work, 
willingly and thoroughly done, that 
secures the blessings of an advanc- 
ing and increasing kingdom, and that 
fills the hearts of the Lord’s people 
with peace and brotherliness. It 


_ tay be stated as a rule that all dis- 


cords and difficulties take their rise 


enjoy your excellent paper so much |} 


that I wish a friend to have the same | 
pleasure this winter, and I enclose} 
the money for that purpose.’’ Soa! 
widow of a minister writes to the | 
publisher of a church paper. It is} 
an example worthy of imitation. | 
There are many who could do so,| 
and better than this widow, perhaps. | 


Will not some of our readers give} 


such a pleasure to some one who} 
cannot afford to subscribe for the| 
church paper himself? 
| 
—Anxious Christians sometimes | 
ask themselves the question, | 
**Should God so will, am I willing! 
to die to-day ?’’ They regard this| 
as a test question as to their spiritual 
state. In illustration of the insufh- 


ciency of this test, an aged Christian | 


| been the one that guided the Magi, 
| because it always flashes forth from 


with those who lack employment in| once said, God does not want you to | 
the cause of Christ. If busy, Chris-|die to-day ; He does not want you 
tians have no heart for strife.— Uni-| to be willing to die now; when He 
ted Presbyterian, does want you to die, He will give! 


East to Bethlehem, has been disap- 
pointed. A star of this description 
has been visiting our skies at inter-/| 
vals of something over three hun- 
dred years, which has been witnessed 
at least three times. It made its 
last appearance in the year 1572, 
when, as it shone so brightly, even} 
in the day time, some religious peo- 
ple, and theologians, also, thought) 
it was the Star of Bethlehem, com- 
ing back again announcing another 
new birth of Christ in the world. | 
This star seems to be a periodic one, 
or nearly so, but it could not have} 


a well-known constellation, in the) 
northern hemisphere, too far north 
ever to have ‘‘ come and stood over 
where the young child was.”’ 


—It is said that on one occasion 
when the Scribes and Pharisees were 
objecting to Christ’s miracles, al-| 


| paper in such cases. 


its general affairs, and try toawaken 
a like We pro- 


P | ses 2 
like interest in -others. 


| pose that all our consistories should 


make it a point to get the MESSEN- 


|GER, or one of the German papers, 
|into every family in their congrega- 
| tions 
| to pa 


. Some members are too poor 
y for it, but could not means be 
devised by which the paper could be 
sent to their homes without their 
paying for it? One or two active 
elders, aided by one or two active 
deacons, might, we think, be able 
to bring this about. Most probably 
they would find willing helpers in 


|the congregation who would supply 


them with the means to pay for the 
Let it be tried 
and carried out during the present 
year. Itis a work in which ladies 
would probably take part and be 
useful coadjutors.. Let it then be 
tried, we say, by all means, so that 
all of the families may be supplied 
with profitable reading. 


Poetry. 


EPIPHANY HYMN. 


Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
Manifested by the star 

To the sages from afar; 

Branch of Royal David’s stem 
In Thy birth ai Bethlehem; 
Anthems be to Thee see 
God in man made ma 


nue 


Manifest at Jordan’s stream— 

Prophet, priest and king supreme; 

And at Cana, wedding guest, 

In Thy Godhead manifest 

Manifest in power divinedl 

Changing water into wine; 

Anthems be to Thee addrest, 

God in man made manifest. 

Manifest in making whole 

Palsied limbs and fainting soul ; 

Manifest in valiant fight, 

Quelling all the devil’s might ; 

Manifest in gracious will, 

Ever bringing good from ill ; 

Anthems be to Thee addrest, 

God in man made manifest. 

Sun and moon shall darkened be, 

Stars shall fall, the Heaven shall flee ; 

Christ will then like lightning shine, 

All will see His glorious sign ; 

All will then the trumpet hear, 

All will see the Judge appear ; 

Thou by all wilt be confest, 

God in man made manifest. 

Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord, 

Mirrored in Thy Holy Word ; 

May we imitate Thee now, 

And be pure, as pure art Thou; 

That we, like to Thee may be, 

At thy great Epiphany; 

And may praise Thee ever blest, 

God in man made manifest. 
—Archdzacon Wordsworth. 


Communications. 


For Reformed Church Messenger. 


DENOMINATIONAL CHURCH 
UNION: 


Denominational Christianity is a 
ature of the Protestant Church. It 
legitimate mises ite of the 
Spirit of liberty th 

the Protestant. Reformation of the 
16th century. That Reformation 
made room for liberty of 
it had not t prevailed during the 
Middle ee. A new theory of the 
unity of the Church was advocated, 
according to which this unity was 
made to consist primarily in the 
spiritual union of all true believers 


in Christ, and the external unity of} 


organization to be a result of this. 


The Roman Catholic theory was just 


the opposite of this. According to 


ve theory the external union of! 


e Church in one organization was 
made first, and the internal, spiritual 
union a consequence of this. Al- 
ready in the time of Ignatius this | 

theory was advocated by that church- 
father. It was carried out more fully | 
by Cyprian in his work on the Unity 
of the Church, as holding in the 


solidarity of the Episcopate. Subse-| 
quently this conception came to its| 
logical conclusion in the unity of ) 
t served its | 
purpose for the time, but the sepa-| 


the Papal hierarchy. 


ration of the Eastern from the West- 
eru church, and subsegently the 


i gener: ation.- 


hat came in with} 


thought} 


' schism 
| brought in by Protestantism, proved | 
[that it could not be maintained. The Be 


le out of the freedom of reli- boasts and its strength extends made so instructive as with the 
|gious thought and life, and they|more into the rural districts, and Jews. 
have served their legitimate pur-|outin the far West. We will not) festivals, that is their church year, 
pose of developing different phases | anticipate, but merely give it as our |commenced properly where ours 
|oi Christian faith. These divisions | judgment, that the elements that | does, towards the close of Decem- 
fare not an evil, fer se, but their)/hold these bodies apart are not/ber, practically at the winter sol- 
| character depends altogether upon/as strong as those which would hold |stice, on the same day as our Christ- 
|the spirit that animates them. If| them in a lasting union, if once the/mas, on the 25th day of the ninth — 
|this spirit grows into sectarianism, | ‘union were formed. A union of)/month. It was the Feast of ‘the 
and produces rivalry and antagon-| ‘these Reformed churches would, no Dedication of the Temple, com- 
|ism between the different denomina-| doubt, exert a happy influence upon 
tions, then it becomes an evil, and|the general subject of denomina- 
|it should be resisted ; but if the dif-|tional church union. The move- 
ferent bodies aim to co-operate, and| ment should begin, we think, with 
are dominated by a hearty faith in| kindred types, and then extend | 
the one holy catholic Church, then/ itself until all the evangelical Pro- lneaies one candle was lighted dur- 
they may serve a temporary good testant bodies are embraced init. | ing the first evening, the next two, 
purpose, and are not opposed to she} Meantime, ‘until that end is reach-| and so on until the eighth day, when 
true spiritual unity of the Church/ed, the idea of co-operative union|the feast came to anend. This was” 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. should be encouraged. This, 
Vet this denominational form of|deed, might be all that is required} no doubt, ours was derived. ee 
the Church must be regarded as in-/ for some time to come; for the evil! Next in order in early spring, 
teremistic, and therefore not per-/lies notin the divisions that exist, |came the Feast of Purim, the feast 
manent, but transient. When the| but in the spirit that animates these | of Esther, its merry times, its re- 
historical denominations have serv- divisions in relation to each other. | joicing over the enemy of the Jey 
ed their purpose, in asserting and | Even if they were all consolidated | with its good cheer and its Soames 
jemphasizing different phases of the |im one great outward organization, | what boisterous enjoyments. The 
truth, it may be expected that they |it would be necessary to divide into | | Passover, one of the great feasts of 
‘will come together ina higher, be-/ different sections in order to prac-|the nation, was celebrated soon 
“cause of a freer unity. The time} \tical activity. Perhaps when such after the vernal equinox, followed — 
|for such union is approaching. A| outward union comes the present| by Pentecost in bright summer, and- 
‘celebrated church historian has said feature of large legislative assemb-|the Feast of the Atonement, and 
| that the problem of church union isa| lies will give way to some sort of 
problem for the next generation to| |Episcopal government. That was 
‘solve. This may be true, yet it the first form in which the primitive 
| Should not have the effect of postpon- | | Church, after the apostolic, develop- 
linge what may be ripe for the present ed, and we see no valid reason why | ing for the better harvest when ther 
We, indeed, bdlieve Lit may not be adopted again now in. Divconinde~pihisrasiAnbonvesnc-sentnid liana 
‘that anything like a general move-| 'the re-union of the churches. Not!ithem. The Feast of the New Year 
ment for organic union of the/2@ Sere office, or order in the | was celebrated in September at the 
churches is a thing of the future; |ministry, “‘ jure divino,’’ but simply autumnal equinox, when the can 
‘put there are certain denominations, jan Episcopal form of government, | | year of the Jews began. 
or sections of denominations that|@S best adapted to a large body. 
‘may be ready for union at present.) Jt will be found that when the ji.215 grew out of the old Jewish 
The different bodies of the Luther-| | time is ripe this re-union of Protest- | ichurch year, and in the main were 
jan Church ought to come into or-| ant bodies will be far less difficult | ne same, with the wide difference, 
‘ganic union. In their separation| than has been supposed. When | however, that the former commem- 


; 


: 


the.true-hearted Judas Maccabzeus. 
It was also called the Beast i 
Lights, during which in most Jewish 


fall, when the people dwelt in leafy 
booths, joyfully keeping their har- 
vest thanksgiving, singing and pray- 


The cycle of their religious 


memorative of its purification and | 
the restoration of its services by — 


in- the Jewish Christmas, from which, © 


the Feast of the Tabernacle in the | 


In the Christian Church the ae ; 


4 


they express nothing sufficient to| | fruit is fully ripe it falls of itself, | ted the substance of historical - 


hold them apart; whereas united | land when the spirit of union is TIPE | facts, whilst the latter only their 
they represent one great phase of ‘the union in form will regulateitself| types or shadows. “The “ahi 
‘the Protestant Reformation. The| Wales any great difficulty. etl not destroyed, but renewed, 
different Presbyterian bodies ought freedom have its full time and sway. | sanctified, and invested witha high- 
to merge into one. Some of the) Let there be no special urgency in| er spiritual signification. In a fcieg 
causes of their separation go back! |the matter. Time will bring alll eae after the resurrection ae 
to their earlier days in Scotland, things right. Yet we should be glad Christ, the national year was Christ- 
‘and have ne longer any significance | 'to see the two Reformed Churches | ianized, and its changing seasons 
in this country taking the lead ina | beautified and adorned with festival 
|movement that has already set in, 'garlands as they came and went. 
and that will not cease until the/pit phere the development of the 
|real church year ran into excess and 


in this country. 

The two Reformed Churches, the | ) 
Holland and the German, ought to} 
be united in one organization. They | 
| were one in their earlier history, in 
this country, and there is no suffici- 
ent reason why they should not be 
organically one now. As we write | 
|these lines, a meeting of the com-| 
“mittees of conference on the subject | 
vis pending. The committee of our) 
Church consists of Drs. T. G. Ap 


churches of this Western world will | 
/come into some form of organic | 


unity, “‘ the eva ngelical Protestant | burdened with various superstitions. 
Church of America.”’ 


|Saints’ days were so multiplied that 
‘the poor people scarcely found time 

For Reformed Church Messenger. \to work and earn their daily bread. 
THE CHURCH YEAR. | ‘The Reformation, here as well as 
| elsewhere, sought to retain what 
was true and good in the old and to 
| sta: George W. Williard, H. J.| remove the dross, the impure ac- 
Ruetenik, J. Spangler Kiéffer, and| Every nation that has any form of|cumulations of errors, which cen- 
James I. Good. The committee of teligion whatsoever, has something |turies of superstitions had brought 
| the Dutch Church consists of Drs. | ‘of the nature of a church year. | down with them. 


BY REV. THEODORE APPEL, D.D. 


in the course of time came to be. 


| Taylor, Elmendorf, Du Baun, and 
Miller, Esq. The meeting is to be 
held on the zoth inst., in Dr. Ormis- 
ton’s church, New. York. 


| be taken towards a union of these 
| two bodies. 


The) 
probability is that some steps may} 


United, they would ' 


/Men are so constituted that they are 
| modified by the external conditions 


of nature in which they live and} 


unfold their being ; and this must be 
equally true of their religious life. 
Heathens have their festivals cor- 


responding to our Christmas, East-| 


the Reformed Church, the reaction 
he so far as to abolish holy days. 
altogether, retaining only the Christ- 
lian Sabbath, which, however, be- 
came more of a fast day than‘a feast, 
which is its true Scriptural nature. 


In some parts of ; 


But this motion of the pendulum 
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must needs have a swing in the op- 

posite direction ; action must be fol- 

_ lowed by reaction, and the rebound, 
sometimes very gradual in history, 
must sooner or later come. Of late 
years the change in the other direc- 
tion has become much more mani- 
fest and palpable ; so much so, that 
in Puritan New England itself, 
Passion Week last spring was ob- 
served by at least one large Congre- 
gational congregation, more devout- 
ly, perhaps, than in most of our 
German churches in Pennsyl- 
vania. . g 

To those who have been accus- 
tomed to observe the holy days 
from their youth upwards, their 
benefit is scarcely perceptible, be- 
cause itis a part of their religious 
life ; but to those who have out- 
lived early prejudices and abnormal 
teachings, and sought to conform 
their lives only in some partial de- 
gree to the order of the church 
year, the effect is much more palpa- 
ble, a fact of which they are more 
fully self-conscious. To such per- 
sons it is a matter of regret that 
from wrong teaching they were led 
to make no account of so many 
Good Fridays, Easters and Christ- 
mases which are now lost to them 
forever. With more fervor they can 

-exclaim with the Roman Emperor, 
that they have lost not only a day— 
diem—but many of them—dies— 
and these among their best. 

In the Reformed churches, with 
the exception of the Church of 
England, the church year was never 
as fully developed as in the Luther 
an. In our own the holy days were 
always more or less observed, but to 
a certain extent little or no account 
was made of the periods or intervals 

- between them; and yet logically 
they are closely connected, so much 
so that the one should be regarded 
as the blooming period of the other. 
Easter certainly cannot have its 
proper degree of impressiveness, if 
itcome upon us suddenly and un- 
awares with no thought of it or 
preparation for it during the season 
of Lent. Ebrard therefore writes 
with the utmost truth and propriety, 
when he says that the Reformed 
eultus needs further development in 
this direction, and that it would be’ 
vastly improved, if these interven- 
ing periods were better observed in 
its worship. 


It is a remarkable fact that some 
worldly, fashionable people in our 
large cities, are quité well pleased 
with parts of the church year. Dur- 
ing the period of Epiphany they be- 
come tired of their own dissipations, 
their balls, their receptions, and 
theatres, and it is said that they are 


right glad when Lent comes on, so| 


that they can find rest for them- 
selves and servants,—as well 
curtail the expense of high living. 
This is by the way. From a diffe- 
ent standpoint, the Christian hails 
the approach of Lent as a season of 


refreshing and revival, during which | 


he seeks to appropriate to himself 


in his own conscious experienc? the 


as | 
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Fur Reformed Church Messenger. 
UNION OF TWO REFORMED 
-CHURCHES. 


To those who have read the min-. 


no | 


Akron, Ohio, and to others, 
doubt, it is known that the Synod 
named appointed a committee of| 
five to meet and confer with a simi- | 


lar committee previously appointed | 
by the Reformed (Dutch) Church} 


| 


in America in reference to a union) 
of the two Reformed Churches. | 
The committee of the Reformed) 
Dutch Church consists of Drs. Wm. | 
J. R. Taylor (chairman), Joachim | 
Elmendorf, John A. De Baun, and| 
Ernest J. Miller, Esq. ; and of the| 


German Reformed Church, Drs. T.| 
G. Apple (chairman), George W. | 
Williard, H. J. Rutenik, J. Spangler | 
Kieffer, and James I. Good. 

These committees of conference 
held their first meeting in the chapel | 
of Dr. Ormiston’s church, corner of | 
8th Avenue and oth street, New| 
York, on Tuesday, Dec. zoth. The! 


first session continued during the) 


afternoon, all the members being 
present, except Mr. Miller who was | 
detained by urgent professional busi- | 
ness. An organization was effected | 
by the election of Dr. T. G. Apple} 
as president, and Dr. De Baun as 
secretary. Pending a resolution re- 
lating to the nature of the union| 
that should be aimed at the commis- | 


sion adjourned until the next morn-| 
ing, in order to attend a reception | 
given to the members in the eve- 
ning by Judge Bookstaver, at his 
residence, 14 East 67th street. 
reception brought together a large| 
number of the ministers and elders | 
of the Dutch church in New York! 
and vicinity, including some of the) 
professors from New Brunswick, the | 
newly elected editor of ‘‘ The Chris- 
tian Intelligencer,’’ the secretary of 
the Board of Foreign Missions, and | 
other promiuent men in the church. | 
It was given in princely style by| 
the large-hearted and liberal-minded | 
host, who takes a deep interest in| 
the subject that occupied the atten-| 
tion of the committees. It served 
the good purpose of making breth-| 
ren from both churches acquainted | 
who had never met each other be-| 
fore. This is precisely whatis most 
needed in order to promote the great 
object in view. Such acquaintance 
and association often serves to ac- 
complish a union of churches more 
than mere resolutions passed by a_ 
few representatives. The commis-. 
sioners from the German Reformed 
Church were few in number, and it 
seemed as if this occasion were pre-| 
pared for the purpose of taking, 
them captive and ‘‘ absorbing ’’ them 
(as the phrase now is) in the sister | 
Reformed Church. Whether cap- 
tured or not, they were certainly | 
captivated by the great kindness 
shown them by the Dutch brethren, | 
and it seemed while mingling to-| 
gether as if all were already mem-| 
bers of one body. So far as we) 
could gather from those present on 


that occasion the desire seemed gen- | 


utes of the late General Synod at) 


The commission resumed its ses- 
sions next morning, and continued 
in session till 1 o’clock, Pp. m., when 
it adjourned to meet sometime in 
March next, in Philadelphia, where 
our Reformed Church will have an 
opportunity of reciprocating the 
kind attentions paid its delegates in 
New York. It would seem to bea 
good omen that this second, and per- 
haps final, meeting of the commis- 
sion should be held in the city of 
“* brotherly love.”’ 


It would, perhaps, not be proper 
at this stage of the procedings to 
state particularly the action taken 
by the commission, in as much as 
said action is not yet concluded. 
We may state, however, that the 
committees were harmonious in all 
the action that was taken, and that 
they feel much encouraged iu their 
work. ‘This is, indeed, indicated 
by the fact that they expect to hold 
another meetiug. A number of 
important points were tentatively 
agreed upon touching the nature of 
the union that should be aimed at, 
which will come up for reconsidera- 
tion and review at their meeting in 
Philadelphia. The grave character 
of the questions involved is duly ap- 
preciated, and the committees seek 
to move in such a way that no back 
step will need to be taken. They 
have the conviction that these Re- 
formation churches had a divine) 
call for their separate existence, | 
that each has a work to perform | 
in the free development of Protes-| 
tantism, that they are both martyr | 


to the truth amidst the flames of| 
perscution and martyrdom, and that, | 
therefore, their separate organiza- 


ition should not be brought to an end 


and merged into one, without a like 


|divine call. But they feel, neverthe- 


less, that if the call is made, it will 
be heard and heeded, and the same 
spirit which led them to suffer per- 
secution in order to maintain their 
denominational existence, will lead 
them to make whatever sacrifice of 
self may be required to realize and 
actualize the spirit of unity in the 
one holy catholic church for which 


| our Saviour prayed in His last prayer 


on earth. These denominations were 


| ealled into existence to bear witness 


to different important and essential 


‘elements of truth; when that spe- 


cial work is accomplished, they 


|ought to prepare to join together 


again as one body. This may re- 
quire, yea it will require, sacrifice, 


‘not of any essential truth or doc- 


trine, but of that peculiar affection 


|which denominational existence and 


denominational history have caused 
to grow up in the hearts of their 
members. But this love must be 
subordinated to the love we bear to 
the one church of Christ, just as our 


‘love and loyalty to our national 


government should subordinate our 
love and loyalty to-our State. 


Such re-union, however, must be 
the expression of a real spirit of 
unity, it must have a reason and 
a divine call, and it must be a 


This {churches and “have borne witness, 


blessings outwardly revealed in the | eral for a closer fellowship in some growth from within, and not a mere 
Epiphany. form between the two churches. ‘external combination. Hence the| 


, 


commission is disposed to proceed 
slowly and cautiously, and mean- 
time to allow an opportunity for 
popular expression. This popular 


|expression was aimed at, to some 


extent, by the reception in New 
York, and the same is kept in view 
in the proposed meeting in Phila- 
delphia, where a public meeting, or 
meetings, will be held in connection 
with the meeting of the commission. 
It is believed that such meetings in 
those two leading cities will be a 
fair expression of the two churches 
generally, and if a spirit of union 
exists and utters itself in them, it 
will have a happy influence upon 
the two churches in other sections 
of the country. The effort is, not 
to manufacture public sentiment, 
though the cultwation of such senti- 
ment in a legitimate way is certainly 
lawful and proper, but the effort is 
rather to elicit an expression of such 
sentiment. And as such popular 
meetings in the order of the State 
are often of great account in infiu- 
encing and directing official action 
on the part of the peoples’ repre- 
sentatives, so it must be also on the 
part of the Church. The people 
are concerned in this matter as well 
as the ministry and the ecclesiasti- 
cal legislatures and judicatories. 
Should the committees determine 
what in their judgment is the kind 
of union best adapted to the re- 
quirements of the case, and how 
such union is best to be secured, © 
they will lay their action, when it is 


|completed, before the Church in a 


final-report. All they can-say as 
yetis that the indications are hope- 
ful. The future alone can disclose 
the result that is to be reached. 
Tuomas G. APPLE, 
By order of the Commission. 
Lancaster, Pa., Dec. 22, 1887. 


It may be said that the hardest 
thing in the world is to do right to 
one’s self; and the easiest thing in 
the world is to see others fall short 
of doing just right —Suaday School 
Times. 


In the closing hours of the fleet- 
ing years, we should not recall the 
deficiencies of the past so as to over- 
look the victories we have gained 
through Divine strength. How 
many have these been! Could we 
number the timein which an unseen 
hand has ministered to our necessi- 
ties, surely our he would look 
with trust and hope toward the fu- 
ture. 

At this particular season, many 
persons do not have such joy in an- 
ticipating the future as belongs to 
them. They ask: ‘‘ Do severe tests 
await us in the coming days?” 
‘“ Will we be just as weak, and er- 
ring, asever?”’ ‘‘ Will God allow any- 
thing to separate us from Himself?”’ 
To all such timid souls the words of 


arts 


|the apostle are spoken: © I am per- 
'suaded that neither death, nor life, 


nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, * * * shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”’ 
—New York Christian Advocate. 
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MISSIONARY NOTES. 


BY REV. A. C. WHITMER, SUPERINTENDENT 
OF MISSIONS. 


AN INTERESTING DAY. 


Three services and twenty-five 
miles travel through fog and mud 
are no small matter for one day ; but 
so it was on December 11th, in the 
charge served by Rev. S. Sweitzer. 
Sometimes they call him ‘‘ the bishop 
of Lancaster county,’’ because his 
charge is so large, seven congrega- 
tions and about 800 members. By 
the time you read this, however, a 
division may be in effect. 

We had missionary service at 
Center church in the morning, at 
Bowmansville in the afternoon and 
at Lincoln in the evening. 

At Center the missionary society 
is five years old, a good sign indeed. 

From this congregation comes 
our last missionary to Japan, Rev. 
D. B. Schneder, I met his parents 
at church. They are well up in 
years, but give their son cheerfully. 
The mother tearfully said to me in 
German, ‘‘It was hard to give him 
up, but that was his calling I sup- 
pose, and we could not refuse. 
When we hear that he landed safe 
we will feel better,’’ 

Talk about sacrifice—I wonder 
how many people in the Church ap- 
preciate the Christian heroism of 
those parents and friends who give 
up their sons and daughters for 
the foreign service? 

Bowmansville is a child of Center, 
and much like the mother, of earn- 
est spirit. ‘The niissionary society 
is young, but has made a good be- 
ginning. 

At Lincoln, pastor Sweitzer lives. 
Out of this congregation came Rev. 
T. G.: Hacker, now of Shamokin. 
(Did you ever notice that nearly all 
our ministers came from small towns 
and country congregations?) He 
was present at this service and made 
an earnest appeal to his old friends 
for more men as well as for larger 
giving. He even gave this chal- 
lenge: ‘‘If you one hundred mem- 
bers will in 1888 raise $100 for 
Home Missions, I will send you my 
check for $25 to add toit.’’ Let us 
see how this will turn out. 
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REY. SCHNEDER’S ARRIVAL, 


The announcement was madein 
a secular paper, of the safe arrival 
of the steamer ‘‘ Belgic,’’ at Yoko- 
hama, on Christmas day. Whata 
happy thought! That the new 
missionary caught a glimpse of the 
people who sit in darkness and in 
the shadow of death, on the same 
day that Jesus was born,— 

To “dispeljthe darkness from our minds, 
And open all our eyes.” 
May the Lord abundantly bless the 
word and the work of this earnest 

embassador of Christ. 


THE SCHOOL AT SENDAI. 

‘“We cannot promise,’’ writes 
Brother Hoy, ‘‘ that the citizens of 
Sendai will aid much in the erection 
of the girls’ school building. The 
boys get all in Fapan.’’ Will the 
emphasis of this sentence reach the 
hearts of our people? It cannot 
escape their eyes. Oh, ye women 
of the Cross, will you come to the 
rescue of your unfortunate sisters in 
far-off Japan? You can, by the 
help of the Lord, elevate ezghteen 
millions of your sex into the true 
sphere of womanhood. Remember, 
this golden opportunity is not last- 
ing, but the awful responsibility will 
remain forever. Come over and 
help us.”’ 


THAT MISSIONARY RESIDENCE. 


We need at least $2,500, and we 
need prompt responses to secure 
this amount by February 1, 1888. 
The plan for the building will be 
ready by that time. Let us give 
both missionaries a home as soon as 
possible. 

‘“Some of the West Susquehanna 
brethren have been doing their ut- 
most to secure encouraging returns.”’ 
Will every brother do likewise? 
Let there be no delay in this mat- 
ter. We are able, God make us 
willing, to furnish the means for this 
very laudable undertaking. 

Brother Hoy writes: ‘‘It is no 
detraction from our missionary con- 
secration to keep urging the plain 
fact that we must have better homes 
in order to keep our bodies strong. 
God knows that we are all in dead 
earnest, and He is our witness that 
we labor as much as in us is to ad- 
vance His blessed kingdom... 
I have come to Japan to serve God 
with hard work; but what avails all 
consecration, if the body breaks 
down for want of proper habitation ? 
Iam not afraid of hard work nor of 
deprivation, yet all this preparation 
may fail mein Japanese structures.”’ 
In the name of God, will the peo- 
ple hear this plea and answer it 
speedily. By ‘‘people,’’ I mean 
the individualmembers. How shall 
we escape if we xeglect so pitiful a 
ery ? 

THE WORK AT YAMAGATA. 


Brother Moore writes: ‘‘ The 
school work here promises to bea 
great success. Eighty students were 
present at the opening, which num- 
ber will double, we think, by spring. 

The people wish to raise $30,000 
for our school, and make it one of 
the best in the North of the Em- 
pire. Now we as a mission must 
also do something if we wish to 
have any power and influence. . 
. . A glorious opportunity which we 
must not, dare not neglect. I feel it 
would be too bad. It would nearly 
break my heart as a missionary if 
we cannot man this school.’’ He 
adds, ‘‘ After the school at Sendai 
is built and another family, then our 
wants shall have been met and we 
will be very happy.”’ 

“THE FIELD IS THE WORLD.’’ 

Japan is not ‘‘too, large a field 
to be occupied by the Reformed 
Church.’’ Itis our duty to preach 


the Gospel to every creature. No 
one should raise his voice to circum- 
scribe our efforts there, and thereby 
‘limit the Holy One of Israel.’’ 
The ‘‘ home needs’’ will be met in 
the degree that we push the foreign 
work. Our past experience isthe 
best proof. The light that shines 
the farthest, is the brightest at home. 
For the sake of Jesus and the sal- 
vation of souls let there be no 
contraction, but expansion in the 
work both at home and abroad. 
‘“As we have therefore opportunity, 
let us do good unto a// men, especi- 
ally unto them who are of the house- 
hold of faith.”’ 

_ A. R. BARTHOLOMEW, Sec’y. 

Pottsville, Pa. Dec. 28, 1887. 


Correspondence. 
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URSINUS COLLEGE. 


Attendance of Fall term—Division 
of «instruction — Religious work 
among the students—Literary di- 
verstons — Anniversary of Schay 
Literary Society—Opening of next 
term. 

The work of the Fall term of. the 
Ursinus College was brought to a 
close on December 22d, by the 17th 
anniversary of the Schaff Literary 
Society. The total attendance of 
the term ran up to 102 ; of whom 12 
study theology, 50 are in the col- 
lege and 4o in the academic de- 


partment. — 
The religious life of the students 


received special attention during the 
term. The young men maintain a 
weekly prayer meeting and a Sun- 
day afternoon Bible Class. An hour 
is also devoted to the study of the 
International Sunday-school Lessons 
every Sunday morning, under the 
direction of one of the resident pro- 
fessors. Dr. Super has been giving 
a monthly Bible talk on vital sub- 
jects: A great deal of personal 
work has been done by the more 
earnest students. The week of 
prayer for young men ‘was observed 
by a service every evening, at which 
different. ministers made addresses. 
The Rey. Dr. Good of Philadelphia, 
spent a week with Trinity Christian 
church of Collegeville, and during 
that time addressed the students in 
a body and met a number of them 
in private conference. His work 
led to several decisions for the min- 
istry, and quickened the. religious 
impulses of others 

The literary diversions of the term 
consisted of three entertainments 


‘| besides the regular exercises of the 


local lyceums. Rev. Russell H. 
Conwell of Philadelphia, lectured 
on. ‘‘ Acres of Diamonds,’’ in Oc- 
tober ; Stuart Rogers gave character 
readings in November, and Rev. 
Madison C. Peters was looked for 
‘“How to Make Things Go,’’ in 
December. The students find abund- 
ant room for literary exercise in 
their literary societies, of which 
two are composed of young men, 
one of ladies, and one is conducted 
in the German language, and in the 


regular college compositions and 
orations. 

The 17th anniversary of the Schaff 
Society was a decided success. The 
music was furnished by Knecht’s” 
orchestra of Philadelphia. The 
printed programs, by E. A. Wright, 
were done in a superior artistic style. 
The following gentlemen took part 
in the. exercises: J. C. Williams, 
‘‘ Female Heroism,’’ advocating that 
the truly heroic are not the women 
of history, but those who. devote 
themselves to the daily routine of 
home life ; J. T. Wagner, ‘‘ Univers- 
al Prime Factors,’’ land and labor ; 
J. .K.. Freed} ‘‘ Let, in, the igemay? 
the light of education and Christ- 
ianity on Socialism, Mormonism and 


|the liquor traffic; M. R. Longstreth, 


‘‘ A National Dishonor,’’ the treat- 
ment the Indian is receiving at the 
hands of the American nation; R. 
F. Longacre, ‘‘ Henry Ward Beech- 
er,’’? eloquently portraying how he 
made men’s souls and the nation’s 
welfare his goals; A..S. Bromer, 
‘“‘Our National Fortress,’’ the cul- 
ture of the minds and hearts of the 
people by universal Christian edu- 
cation, so that the triple chords of 
love of home, love of country, and 
love of God may hold the nation to 
its destiny. The subjects were all 
chosen from the field of social 
science and political economy, show- 
ing that the minds of the young men 
have been brought into. contact with 
modern as well as medieeval sub- 
jects, and that in their prepara- 
tion for active life they prefer to 
give special study to the thriving 
questions of the day, RR 

The winter term of the college 
will open January 9th. The open- 
ing address will be delivered by 
Prof. Hendricks. on Wednesday 
morning. There is promise of ad- 
ditions to the ranks of the students, 
and a successful winter’s work is 
anticipated. Catalogues and special 
information may be obtained by 
writing to the President. 

, Mu Say 
Collegeville, Pa., Dec. 30,'’87. 


(For Reformed Church Messenger. 


INSTITUTION FOR FEEBLE- 
_ MINDED CHILDREN. 


I have just returned from a visit 
to the Pennsylvania Training School 
for Feeble-minded Children, located 
at Elwyn, Delaware county, Pa., 
which is about one mile from Media; 
and send the following account of — 
this very interesting institution. 

I was most cordially received by 
Dr. Isaac N. Kerlin, the superintend- 
ent and his wife, and very courteously 
entertained by them until the follow- 
ing afternoon, in order to examine 
very thoroughly into the working of 
this most worthy charity. The build- 
ings, some eight or nine in number, 
are in a healthy location, situated 
on a high hill, overlooking a beauti- 
ful section of country and within a 
short distance of the Elwyn Station. 
A new building is now being added . 
to meet the increasing demand for 
more room. 

This institution has been in active 
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operation in this locality for twenty- 
eight years, having previously been 
commenced in a small way in Ger- 
mantown. 


Dr. Kerlin has been for the past 


twenty-two years the superintendent, 
having previously served as assistant 
to Dr. Joseph Parish. They have 
at present 660 children. About one- 
fourth are sent there from other 
States and paid for. 1,960 children 
have received training there. They 
are allowed to remain in the institu- 
tion in accordance with the law for 
seven years; of course, in many 
eases, they stay a+ shorter time. 
They generally remain long enough, 
however, to be permanently bene- 
fited so that when they return to 
their homes, if properly directed 
they can do much towards their own 
support. 


This is next to the largest school 
for feeble-minded children in the 
United States ; the largest being the 
one at Columbus, Ohio, under the 
charge of Dr. B. A. Doren, where 
they have from seven to eight hun- 
dred pupils, on a farm of six or seven 
_ hundred acres. 


It is surprising to see what can 
be done to interest and brighten up 
these listless, morbid children who 
lack all the natural buoyancy of 
youth and must even be encouraged 
to play. 

On the evening of my arrival, 
after tea, we went to the hall where 
the children were gathered for the 


usual evening devotional exercises, 
which consisted of Scripture read-- 


ing, prayer and the singing of sever- 
al hymns; these were short and 
bright, most of the children enter- 
ing heartily into them: and singing 
with remarkable sweetness and good 
taste ; indeed it was only when you 
looked at the faces of these little 
unfortunates, that you could realize 
how very low down they were in 
mental attainments. 


Various exercises and entertain- 
ments are given to develop their 
physical and mental capacity ; the 
main teaching is, of course, on the 
kindergarten plan and through ob- 
ject lessons. ‘The classes are care- 
fully graded and the deportment is 
such as would do credit to any pri- 
mary school. 

They are taught house work, 
laundry work, something of sewing, 
gardening, farm work, carpentering, 
&c. They are also taught how to 
articulate clearly, to read, count and 
write ; those who have the capacity 
are introduced to geography, gram- 
mar, history and arithmetic. Drill- 
ing, marching and calisthenic exer- 
cises are also indulged in. 


Some of those showing an apti- 
tude for using brass instruments 
have been formed into a band. This 
is under the direction of a lady 
teacher and is composed of twenty- 
three boys and three girls, and dis- 
courses. remarkably, good music. 
The children are most admirably 
classified according to their capaci- 
ty, occupying separate buildings and 
play grounds, meeting, however, in 
the chapel and when entertainments 


are given in the large hall of the 
main building. 

The children are constantly being 
tempted to play by the introduction 
of something new, and: an air of 
activity and cheerfulness seems to 
pervade the whole establishment. 
One of their favorite recreations is 
riding from one building to another 
in a car drawn by two mules, one of 
the imbecile boys acting as the driv- 
er. I had the pleasure of taking 
this ride with a car full of the little 
folks who plied me with all sorts of 
questions and seemed thoroughly to 
enjoy the trip. The money to pur- 
chase this pleasure for these unfor- 
tunates was secured by private sub- 
scriptions, and is truly a daily joy 
to them. In the evening a number 
of the pupils were busily engaged in 
practicing for a Christmas cantata, 
from which they seemed to derive 
much pleasure. 

Indeed, I felt that it must bea 
great joy to the parents to knowthat 
their unfortunate child had found 
such a home as this, where they 
were not only well treated and care- 
fully provided for, but every effort 
made to awaken a dormant intellect 
and bring more life into their cloud- 
ed and darkened minds. 

The sanitary condition of the 
institution was most excellent; every 
appliance is used to improve the 
health of these children who are 
usually physically as wellas mental- 
ly weak ; indeed the average life of 
an imbecile is about 21 years, and 
these are often years, not only of 
mental darkness, but of great phy- 
sical suffering ; consequently every- 
thing should be done by the more 
favored to alleviate and soften the 
miseries and darkness of this unfor- 
tunate class. 

This institution is most admirably 
managed by Dr. Kerlin, who is 
heartily assisted in the work by a 
corps of very faithful and efficient 
lady teachers. 

Therule of government is that of 
kindness and admonition ; any of- 
fence deserving punishment is re- 
ported to the superintendent, either 
directly or through the matron be- 
fore any step is taken in the admin- 
istration of discipline. 

The running expense for the 
maintenance of this institution is 
about $70,000 per annum. 

Mr. Samuel A. Crozer is the ex- 
cellent president, and Pennsylvania 
can justly feel proud of its wonder- 
ful success in the care and treatment 
of this class of helpless children. 

I came away much delighted with 
my visit and impressed more than 
ever with the fact that an institution 
for feeble-minded children is very 
greatly needed in Maryland. 

G. S. GRIFFITH. 
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WICHITA UNIVERSITY. 


The annual meeting of the Board 
of Trustees of Wichita University 
of the Reformed Church, in the 
United States, was held in the office 
of Bridenbaugh and Rauch, Wicihta, 
Kansas, on; Friday, December 9, 


1887. It was an all day session. 
Eleven of the fifteen trustees were 
present. The following officers were 
re-elected for one year: President, 
Rev. D. B. Shuey; Vice-president, 
Judge T. B. Wall; Recording Secre- 
tary, C. S. Eschholtz; Correspond- 
ing Secretary, Rev. J. W. Love and 
Treasurer, L. D. Skinner, cashier of 
the State National Bank. The treas- 
urers’ bond was fixed, as formerly, 
at $25,000. The treasurer’saccount 
was audited and found correct. The 
committee on permanent endowment 
reported $12,280 paid, which has all 
been loaned onreal estate mortgages 
bearing 8 or 9 per cent. except $188, 
which is in the treasury. It was 
deplored that the full amount of 
$15,000 was not paid in and on 
interest. 

The building committee reported 
that the university building was 
slowly going up. The walls are 
completed except the front and 
towers. The cornices are placed and 
the roof timbers are now being plac- 
ed in position. During the summer 
there was some delay, and work was 
stopped on the building. This was 
found to be the fault of the sub-con- 
tractor for the stone work. Finally 
he abandoned the contract and 
others had to be employed by the 
contractor, which he is charging up 
against the sub-contractor. The 
Board holds the contractor responsi- 
ble for these delays. According to 
the rules of the Stone Cutters’ Un- 
ion, if one man stops work they all 
stop, and not another man can be 
secured until all troubles are adjust- 
ed. This caused the great delay 
and while the principal contractor 
was ready to do his share in pushing 
the work, his hands seemed to have 
been tied. 


The readers of the MESSENGER 
referring to the new almanac will 
notice by the picture of the Universi- 
ty Building; that we are getting a 
very fine, attractive and substantial 
building. It will be noticed that a 
great deal of trimmed stone work is 
init. This seemed to have caused 
our delay. The Almanac cut is a 
true representation of the building. 
It was thought by the contractor that 
the Guarantors had failed to provide 
the funds as needed, but the Board 
compared the accounts with the con- 
tract and found that the contractor 
was paid up as far as the work had 
been completed. When the roof is 
completed, $3000, the next .payment 
will be due the contractor. No doubt 
the funds will be at hand by. that 
time. The guarantors have done 
nobly, considering the hard times 
and the difficulty experienced in mak- 
ing collections. They have already 
gone down into their own pockets to 
make up deficiencies. 

The great question before us is, 
when will the building be completed 
and ready for occupancy? We now 
feel that we were, perhaps, a little 
premature in calling out our profes- 
sors to their posts of. duty before the 
building was completed, and before 
the interest on the endowment fund 
had accumulated somewhat. The 
music and art departments were 
opened in October, and those teachers 


have their hands full, their depart- 
ments being well patronized. The 
classical and scientific departments 
were not opened on account of the 
enormous expense which would be 
incurred in renting proper rooms. 
We still believe that it will be the 
best to wait until the building is com- 
pleted before we open in full. When 
this will be is somewhat indefinite, 
and we are obliged to think that, 
under the circumstances, it would be 
wisest, perhaps, not to open in full 
until next fall’s session, although 
much we regret such a step. 
D. B.S. 


For Reformed Church Messenger. 
WORK FOR THE NEW YEAR. 

We are surrounded by the faded 
greens of the holiday season. The 
gaudy shop-windows, blooming as 
an Eden on Christmas week, now 
present but little attraction to the 
passer-by. The Christmas trees have 
found an inglorious end in the alleys 
and by-streets, and the dolls, horses, 
drums, wagons, trunks, etc., are tar- 
nished, and the confections have en- 
tirely disappeared. 

The holiday season cannot last 
always. The student must return 
to his books, the mechanic to his 
daily task—all toilers with brain or 
hand to their appointed places. We 
must all address ourselves to the 
work before us, and begin in earnest 
the labors of another year. The 
family arms of the Rev. Dr. Dodd- 
ridge bore the Latin motto, Dum 
vivimus vivamus, which he para- 
phrased as follows : 

“Live while you live, the epicure would 
Say, 

And seize the pleasures of the present day ; 

Live while you live, the sacred preacher 
cries, ? 

And give to God each moment as it flies. 

Lord, in my view let both united be; 

I live in pleasure when I live to Thee.” 


When about twenty years of age, 
Jonathan Edwards wrote in his diary 
at the beginning of the year some 
seventy resolutions. A few of them 
read as follows: ‘‘ Resolved to live 
with all my might, while I do live. 
Resolved never to do anything, which 
I should be afraid to do, if it were the 
last hour of my life; never to do any- 
thing out of revenge ; to maintain the 
strictest temperance in eating and 
drinking; to study the Scriptures 
steadily and constantly ; to renew the 
dedication of myself to God which 
was made at my baptism, which I 
solemnly renewed when I was received 
into full communion with the church, 
and which I have solemnly ratified 
this day ; Never to do anything but 
duty, willingly and cheerfully as unto 
the Lord, Eph. 6: 6-8.” 

Resolutions respecting experience 
and duty are appropriate for the new 
year ; but it were better not to resolve 
at all, rather than, giving a pledge, 
we should fail to keep it. The im- 
portance of right living was never 
greater than at present. This, as one 
of our own poets has said, “* is a grand 
and awful time’’; and the calls. of 
duty were never louder nor more con- 
stant and pressing than in this year 
of our Lord, 1888. The ministry and. 
membership of the Reformed Church 
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should be prepared to do valiant ser- 
vice for the Master during the new 
year. Never has the Church had 
such a grand opportunity for mission- 
work, home and foreign, as it enjoys 
to-day. During the sessions of the 
Washington Conference, held lately, 
the inquiry was raised, What are we 
to do for the multitude of immigrants 
coming constantly to our shores, 
which the nation is no longer able 
to assimilate with sufficient rapidity ? 
The Reformed Church has a special 
duty to discharge to these immigrants, 
especially to those of German antece- 
dents. And on this and other ac- 
counts she should not relax her efforts 
in regard to home mission interests in 
the least, but should seek earnestly to 
extend them. 

The Japan mission calls loudly for 
buildings, and for reinforcements for 
evangelistic work, and this demands 
increased contributions to the foreign 
mission treasury. The institutions 
having the educational work in hand ; 
the friends who have assumed the risk 
and responsibility of the publishing 
interests of the Church ; the Orphan’s 
Homes, and the struggling missions 
East and West, should all be liberally 
supported. It is a time when each 
individual member should resolve, by 
God’s help, to do more for His cause 
than ever before. 

Let us be up and doing, brethren, 
and at the end of this year show a 
better record than in the past. It is 
to work now; to rest, hereafter. 

DU eVirw Ed. 


The Family. 


NEW YEAR COUNSELS. 


Do not dream away thy lifetime ; 
’Twas not given thee for a dream ; 
Tis a fragment of th’ eternal 
Which thou must, thou must redeem. 


Every hour is more than golden, 
Every moment is a gem ; 

Treasure up these hours and moments; 
There are princely pearls in them. 


Be not selfish ; earth’s great sickness 
Needeth self-denying men 

To go forth among the dying, 
And to soothe the beds of pain. 


Doff the purple, don the armor, 
Take the helmet and the shield ; 
Drop the garland, seize the weapon, 

Make thee haste to take the field. 


Lie not down among the roses, 
Carry high thy cross and sword; 
What ! a Sybarite disciple 
Of a self-denying Lord! 


Be not weary ; for the warfare 
Hard and fierce will soon be o’er, 
And the rést will be unchanging 
On the green unfading shore. 
—H. Bonar, D. D, 


GRINDING THE DIAMOND. 


BY REV, JOHN TODD, D.D. 


The poor sufferer lay in severe 
pain on her bed. It was really 
twenty years since she had known 
a well day; more than half that 
time since she had walked a step ; 
and nearly two years since she sat 
up. Her limbs were jerked by 
spasms ; her back had deep sores 
on it from lying so long ; and when- 
ever one was relieved by a new 
position of the body, another would 


be made. She never complained, 
and the cheerfulness with which 
she endured all this from day to day, 
and from year to year, was a matter 
of amazement to all. Her friends 
who saw the Bible always lying 
near her knew well from what 
spring she drew water. They all 
said it was one of the darkest pro- 
vidences they ever witnessed. 

One night as the sufferer lay 
sleepless from terrible pain, she be- 
gan to look back upon the past. 
What a wreck life seemed, dating 
from her bright school days! What 
mystery that she must be so help- 
less and such a sufferer, while her 
school companions could walk and 
move and act and enjoy life! What 
was the object of her heavenly 


Father in putting her into this slow, 


hot, long-continued furnace? As 
she lay there thus communing with 
herself the room seemed to fill with 
light, and a beautiful form seemed 
to bend over her. His face was 
gentle and full of pity. She was 
not at all frightened, nor deemed it 
strange that He was there, though 
she was aware that she had never 
seen him before. ‘‘ Daughter of 
sorrow,’’ said He, in a voice soft as 
the zephyr that first rocks the rose 
on the stem, ‘‘ art thou impatient ?’’ 
‘‘No; but I am full of pain, and I 
have been so long a sufferer that I 
see no end to it, nor can I see why I 
must suffer thus. I know that I 
am a sinner, but I have hoped that 
Christ’s sufferings, and not mine 
would save me. O, why does God 
deal thus with me ?’’ 

‘*Come with Me, daughter, and I 
will show thee.”’ 

‘« But I cannot walk.’’ 

“True, true! There, 
gently !”’ 


gently, 


He tenderly took her up in His 
arms and carried her far away, over 
land and water, till He set her down 
in a far-off city, and in the midst of 
a large workshop. The room was 
full of windows, and the workmen 
seemed to be near the light, each 
with his own tools, and all so intent 
upon their work that they neither no- 
ticed the new comer nor spoke to one 
another. They seemed tohavesmall, 
brown pebbles which they were 
grinding, shaping and polishing. Her 
guide pointed her to one who seem- 
ed to be most earnestly at work. 
He held a half-polished pebble, 
which was now seen to be a dia- 
mond, in a pair of strong iron pinch- 
ers. He seemed to grasp the lit- 
tle thing as if he would crush it, 
and to hold it on the rough stone 
without mercy, The stone whirled 
and the dust flew, and the jewel 
grew smaller andlighter. Ever and 
anon he would stop, hold it up to 
the light and examine it carefully. 

‘* Workman,’’ said the sufferer, 
‘‘ will you please tell me why you 
bear on and grind the jewel so 
hard ?”’ : 

‘“‘T want to grind off every flaw 
and crack in it.”’ 

‘* But don’t it waste it ?” 

‘“Yes; but what is left is worth 
so much the more. The fact is, 
this diamond, if it will bear the 


wheel enough, is to occupy a very 
important place in the crown we are 
making up for our king. We take 
much more pains with such. We 
have to grind and polish them a 
great while, but when they are done 
they are very beautiful. The King 
was here yesterday, and was much 
pleased with our work, but wanted 
this jewel in particular should be 
ground and polished a great deal. 
So you see how hard I hold it down 
on this stone. And see! There is 
not a crack or flaw in it. Whata 
beauty it will be!’ 

Gently, gently the guide lifted the 
poor sufferer, and again laid her on 
her bed of pain. 


‘Daughter of sorrow, dost thou 
understand the vision ?”’ 

““O, yes, but may I ask you one 
question ?”’ 

‘“@ertaimhyay 

‘“Were you sent to show me all 
Beuky ee 

** Assuredly.’” 

‘“Q, may I take to myself the 
consolation that I am a diamond, 
and am now in the hands of the 
strong man who is polishing it for 
the King ?” 

‘“ Daughter of sorrow, thou may- 
est have that consolation ; and every 
pang of suffering shall be like a 
flash of lightning in a dark night 
revealing eternity to thee, and 
thereafter thou shalt ‘run without 
weariness, and walk without faint- 
ness,’ and sing with those that have 
come out of great tribulation.’’ 


THE HOUSEHOLD TREE. 


The old household tree which 
sheltered our childhood, whose 
spring veil of tenderest green we 
used to watch with yearly-growing 
admiration as it expanded to sum- 
mer beauty, and melted away into 
the gorgeous tints of autumn ; which 
defied the storms of winter and 
grew the hardier for the buffeting ; 
among whose branches innumerable 
happy families had their homes ; 
whose grateful shade we sought 
from the noonday sun, and watched 
the sunlight filter through the leaves 
and from a wonderful mosaic of flick- 
ering shade and shine upon the 
sward below, seems as much a part 
of our life, as the old home itself. 
Unfortunate indeed the child, and 
defrauded of his just rights, who 
may not have such a memory to 
carry with him through life.— 
Selected. 


CLEANLINESS IN HOLLAND. 


Dutch cleanliness is famous, and 
deserves its fame. ‘The Dutch are 
the only people who live as if clean- 
liness were not next, but a part of, 
godliness. The traveler, on enter- 
ing his room in an inn, finds the li- 
nen snow-white, the window-panes 
transparent as the air, the furniture 
shining as if newly varnished, and 
the floor so clean that a magnifying 
glass could not discover a speck 
thereon. There is a basket for 
waste-paper, a tablet for scratching 


matches on, a dish for cigar-ashes, 
a box for cigar stumps, a spittoon 
—every man is supposed to smoke 
—a bootjack, and everything to re- 
move a pretext for soiling anything. 
Even his candlestick is of copper, 
and of the size of a dinner-plate. 
It might sustain a torch, but holds 
instead a candle, as large as alady’s 
small finger. No grease should be 
spilled from that candlestick. The 
traveler stands on a bridge, and 
overlooks the vessels crowded in — 
the canal. Each one is as clean as 
the room he has just left. The 
mast and deck are varnished, and 
shine like a recently scrubbed house- 
floor. The cabin has its windows 
of clear, clean glass, each one with 
its white muslin curtains tied up 
with knots of rose-colored ribbon. 
Sailors, women and children are 
busy every spare moment, washing, 
polishing every part. De Amicis, 
an Italian, on visiting the kitchen of 
a house in Delft, could find but 
one word to express his feelings, 
‘‘Splendid!’? ‘The walls were as 
white as untouched snow ; the satice- 
pans reflected like mirrors, and the . 
mautlepiece was ornamented with a 
muslin curtain, like the canopy of a 
bed.. The fireplace was covered 
with china tiles that looked as bright 
as if no fire had ever been lighted 
there. The shovels, tongs, and 
poker, and the chains and hooks 
seemed made of polished steel. 
‘‘A lady in a ball-dress might have 
gone into every hole and corner of 
that kitchen, and come forth with- 
out a smirch upon her whiteness.” 
The master of the house, seeing the 
Italian’s surprise at the fact that a 
servant-girl was cleaning up, where 
there seemed not the shadow of dirt, 
said, ‘‘To have an idea of what 
cleanliness is with us, you should 
watch one of these women for an 
hour. ‘There a house is soaped and 
sponged and rubbed like a person. 
It is not cleaning, it is making a 
toilette. She blows in the cracks 
between the bricks, pokes in the 
corner with finger and pin, makes a 
minute supervision enough to fatigue 
the eye as well as the arm. It is, 
truly, a national passion.’’ When 
asked whence arose this mania for 
cleaning, he answered: ‘‘It is due 
to the atmosphere, which injures 
wood and metal; to the dampness 
and smallness of the houses, and 
the multiplicity of small objects fa- 
voring dust ; to the superabundance 


of water; to the need of the eye, 


which finds beauty in simple clean- — 
liness; and finally, to the emula- 
tion which pushes things to ex- 
tremes.”’ 


SPECIMEN COPIES. 


We have had an extra supply of this issue 
of the MESSENGER rtn off, which we will 
be glad to send out as specimen copies to 
such as would likely subscribe for it. Pas- 
tors and.subscribers willdo us a favor if 
they will either send for a supply of them 
to distribute where they will do the most 
good, or if they prefer, send us the names of 
thosc to whom they wish us to send rd fe 
Samples FREE. Help us to inerease the 
circulation of the MESSENGER. 
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Youth’s Department. 


DON’T GIVE IN. 


Boys, when troubles crowd about you 
(You'll find plenty in this life), 

And when fortune seems to flout you, 
And you're weary with the strife, 
Then’s the time to show your metal ; 

Keep your heads up; don’t give in; 
Face the trouble, grasp the nettle, 
And determine you will win. 


What's the good of turning craven? 
That will never gain the fight, 
That will bring you to no haven 
Of success and calm delight. 
No, boys no! be up and doing, 
Put your shoulder to the task ; 
Fortune’s shy, and needs pursuing 
If within her smile you’d bask. 


—Golden Argosy. 


JIM’S CORNER. 


BY AMEY EWING. 


Donation day at the Children’s 
Hospital was over, and the matron 
stood looking at the great store of 
gifts which had been received. 

** Only one picture,’’ she said, ‘‘ and 
Jim Wray has long been wishing 
that there would be lots of pictures. 
I will hang this opposite to his bed, 
and maybe it will cheer him up.’’ 

Poor Jim! Some weeks before, 
he had fallen under the wheels of a 
cafriage, and was carried to the hos- 
pital maimed for life. 

“His leg must come off,’? the 
doctor had said, ‘‘and it will be a 


“long time before he can go nome” 


As the time passed, he longed 
more and more for the free air and 
the old busy life. Donation day 
entertained him; he watched the 
crowds of ladies as they walked 
through the ward. One or two 
had stopped to ask if he was not 
thankful that he had such a nice 
place to be sick in, and he an- 
swered : 

““Thankful? Yes’m. A fellow 
- generally is thankful when he has 
to go on crutches all his life.’’ 

The next morning, when Jim 
opened his eyes, he saw the picture 
hanging right before him. 

*“Donation I s’pose,—something 
the folks didn’t want, and so they 
sent it here; that’s the way they 
generally do. It’s a worlder it isn’t 
a picture of some fellow dying with 
a crowd of people looking at him.”’ 

It was a photograph of two boys: 
one was dark and handsome, ei 
the face of the other was as pure 
and sweet as that of an angel. 

The longer Jim looked, the better 
he liked the ‘‘donation.’’ At last, 
unable to enjoy it alone any longer, 
he spoke to his neighbor in a loud 
whisper. 

**Look at that picture over there. 
The folks who brought that wanted 
to give something nice.”’ 

‘“* Who are those boys, Jim ?’’ 


“Don’t Know, but I like them.”’ 
. “What is that light around that 
one’s head ?”’ 

“Don’t know; I wish it wasn’t 
there. It don’t look real. We will 
ask Miss Marion when she comes.”’ 

Jim studied the picture until the 
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sweet faces seemed like friends, and 
a new light had come into his life. 

Miss Marion sometimes felt dis- 
couraged about visiting at the hos- 
pital. On this warm day in par- 
ticular, she almost gave up going; 
but something in Jim’s farewell 
glance the week before made her 
feel that to one sufferer at least her 
visits were helpful. This time his 
face was so bright when she entered 
the ward that she was startled. 

““What has happened to please 
you Jim?’ 

He pointed to the picture. 

‘*Christ and John the Baptist !’’ 
she exclaimed; ‘‘ where did that 
come from ?’’ 

‘‘Eh ! Who did you say ?”’ 

‘Jesus and John the Baptist. 
That is a copy of a celebrated pic- 
ture by a painter named Guido; he 
lived three hundred years ago. Do 
you like it?’’ 

‘Tike it? I have been wishing 
you would come and tell me who 
they are, and why the blue-eyed 
boy has that light around his head.”’ 

‘Jim, it is a picture of Christ. 
No one knows how He looked ; but 
I think the artist was inspired when 
he painted that face. You have 
learned at Sunday-school that one 
of Jesus’ names is the Light of the 
World; and He told His disciples 
that they too were to be like lights in 
this dark world. The old painters of- 
ten put a light like that around the 
heads of Christ and the saints. Shall 
I tell you what itmeans ? Every one 
an this world, whether he knows it 
or not, has an influence over other 
people. The influence of a good 
person is like a light shining in the 
darkness. Are not your dark hours 
brightened by the visits of the good 
people who come to see you? The 
artists could jnot paint the good 
influences of the saints ; and so they 
expressed it by putting a light 


around their heads.”’ 
Jim repeated softly : 
“ Jesus bids us shine, 
You in your small corner, 
lin mine, 


I learned that long ago, but I did 
not know what it meant. If you will 
tell me how, maybe I can shine; 
but,’’ and the voice was choked with 
sobs, ‘‘how can a fellow like me 
shine? I am lame, and I haven’t 
much education, and I’m poor.” 

‘*Jim,’’ said Miss Marion, ‘‘ those 
disciples to whom Jesus said ‘ Ye 
are the light of the world,’ were 
poor, and some of them were no bet- 
ter educated than you are. It did 
not seem asif they would ever have 
much chance to shine, did it?) But 
it does not mean being rich or fa- 
mous.” Itis what you have within 
you that makes the light around 
you. If your heartis pure, you can 
make others purer. If yoware like 
Christ, you can make those around 
you more like Christ. If you have 
Christ within you, He will shine 
through you ; and so, as He was the 
Light of the World, you will be @ 
light in the world.”’ 

Jim’s eyes were fixed on the sweet 
face beside him. Miss Marion had 
uncovered her head, and. the last 


rays of the setting sun just touched | 
the outline of her golden hair until, | 
to the boy, it seemed as if she too | 
had a shining halo around her head. | 
The tears ran down his pale cheeks 

as he felt the divine light breaking | 
into his heart. He looked again at 
the picture. The lovely face of the 
Christ-child was in a flood of light, 
and Jim felt as if he were in the 
presence of something holy. 

“My small corner,’’ he said, ‘‘ is 
—where?’’ The last words were 
uttered in a husky tone. The an- 
swer came softly and tearfully : 

“Here, Jim, on this bed, just as 
long as it is necessary for you to 
stay. Our corners are just where 
God puts us.’’ 

Jim was left alone to think it all 
over. Shine on that cot where he 
had lain for weeks? ‘‘It’s a mighty 
dark corner,’’ he groaned. ‘‘ Maybe 
a little light would go a good 
way. Jesus was a poor boy; He 
worked in His father’s carpenter’s 
shop in a little town. I never thought 
much about it before. The painter 
put that light around His head to 
show that He was a light in the 
world then, when He wasn’t any 
older than I am. His corner was 
small too; and I believe He will 
help me to shine anywhere if I ask 
Him.”’ 

It was months before Jim could 
leave his ‘‘smallcorner.”’ Often he 
felt weary; the quick, impatient 
words would come; some ugly old 
habits were not to be easily given 
up..-Each. .day..broughtits . trials 
and temptations. Sometimes, when 
speaking an unkind word, his eyes 
would fall on the face opposite to 
him, and a voice seemed to say, 
** You in your small corner.’’ 

At last the doctor said, ‘‘’To-mor- 
row you can leave.” 

When Miss Marion came to say 
good-by, she found Jimin tears at the 
thought of leaving his picture and 
the ‘‘corner’’ that he had learned 
to love, and in which he was begin- 
ning to shine. 

For a long time afterwards he often 
visited the ward, and the sound of 
Jim’s crutch was a signal for rejoic- 
ing among the boys. He always 
came with a happy face, and many 
a cripple was cheered by his smile. 

Jim’s corner is larger now; but 
the secret of his happiness is the 
same as when he was lying on his 
cot in the hospital. The light that) 
shone in that ‘‘small corner’’ fitted 
him to shine in the larger one. He 
owns a copy of the picture, too ; and 
underneath it hangs his golden text, 
‘‘- Ye shine as lights in the world.”’ 


A LETTER. AT A TIME. 


‘¢T can never learn toread, papa,”’ 
said a little girl, as she sat upon her 
father’s knee, and listlessly followed 
the pencil with her eyes, as he point- 
ed to the lesson. 

‘Yes, darling, you can,”’ replied 
the patient teacher, looking smi- 
lingly into his child’s face ; ‘‘it is 
only a letter at a time.”’ 

“Only aletter atatime!’’ Ay, 
and there are older children shrink-| 


; 


| roundings. 
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ing from the great lessons of life that 
their Father teaches them, and say- 
ing, ‘‘I can never learn this les- 
son.’’ Yet in all these things is the 
life of our spirits ; and if we do but 
yield our wills to His, He will teach 
us, letter after letter, line upon line, 
precept upon precept, here a little 
and there a litle, and thus we will 
learn to read the book of His will, 
even if ‘‘ only a letter at a time.’’ 


‘‘ PLEASE DON’T STEP THERE, 
pa) ay 


A layer of snow was spread over 
the icy street, and pedestrians, shod 
with India-rubber, walked carefully 
toward the village church on a cold 
Sabbath morning in February. 

Walking somewhat hastily church- 
ward, for I was late, I noticed. a 
bright-looking lad standing upon the 
pavement, with his cap in his hand, 
and his eyes fixed upon one spot on 
the sidewalk. As I approached to 
him he looked up to me and, pointing 
to the place, said: ‘‘ Please don’t 
step there, sir; I slipped there and 
fell down.”’ 

I thanked the philanthropic little 
fellow and passed around the danger- 
ous spot. “Don’t step there,’’ was 
the theme of my meditation during the 
remainder of the walk. A thousand 
times since has the clear voice of that 
kind-hearted child rung in my ear, 
reminding me of my duty to those 
around me, and urging me to repeat 
it, wherever it promises to be useful. 

‘* Please, sir, don’t step there !”” 


“Pleasantries, 


A brother in prayer-meeting prayed 
for the absent ‘‘ who were prostrated 
on beds of sickness and sofas of well- 
ness.’’ 


““May I ask what the middle S in 
your name signifies, Miss Bullion ?’’ 
‘* Certainly, Mr. De Crashe. It stands 
for’ Shazzatyies Olazzative: mi Bes, 
I was named after an eminent woman 
mentioned in the Scriptures—Belle 
Shazzar.”’ 


An old lady went into a Boston 
book store the other day with an or- 
der which was rather difficult to fill. 
She said to the clerk at the counter : 
““Do you keep Bibles?’ ‘‘ Yes, 
ma’am.’’ ‘‘Well, I want a small 
pocket Bible in very large print.’’ 


A schoolmaster tells the following : 
‘‘T was teaching in a quiet country 
village. The second morning of the 
season, I had time to survey my sur- 
I espied a three-legged 
stool. ‘Is this the dunce-block? I 
asked a little girl of five. The dark 
eyes sparkled, the curls nodded as- 
sent, and the lips rippled out, ‘I guess 
so; the teacher always sits on it.’”’ 


It was a good New England deacon 
who said the other night in prayer- 
meeting, ‘‘ We thank Thee, Lord, for 
this spark of grace; and ask Thee to 
water it.’ Andit was a New Eng- 
land parson who announced to his 
congregation on a recent Sunday, 
““You will be sorry to hear that the 
little church at Jonesville is once 
more tossed upon the waves, a sheep 
without a shepherd.”’ 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4, 1888. 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF BUSI- 
NESS CHANGE. 

As announced in the MESSENGER 
of the 21st ult., over the signature 
of the President of the Publication 
Board of the Reformed Church in 
the United States, the undersigned 
has become the purchaser and lessee 
of the property of the same. 

The reasons that led to the sale 
and lease were definitely given 
then, and it is not necessary that 
they be repeated here. It may, 
however, be added that, among the 
chief reasons governing the under- 
signed in renewing his proposition 
to become the purchaser and lessee, 
was to save the Synods from mak- 
ing a Sacrifice of the effects of the 
Board of Publication that would 
have resulted from the sale of them 
as indicated by their late action. 

The great responsibility that na- 
turally falls upon him by thus step- 
ping in and relieving the Board of 
its encumbrances, and in its stead 
carrying forward this important de- 
partment of church work, is well 
known and keenly felt. But relying 
upon the patronage, good-will and 
encouragement of the church in 
whose behalf to a great degree he 
assumes it, he feels success will 
crown his efforts and the church 
itself be largely the gainer by it. 

He assures the patrons of the es- 
tablishment he will strive to merit 
their continued patronage, and aim 
to have all see that it is to ther ad- 
vantage to deal with the house as 
wellas that of the church, since the 
latter will receive a certain profit in 
the way of percentage off of every 
dollar's worth purchased from it, 
either in the Book or Periodical De- 
pariment. 


By calling to his assistance effi- 
cient help, the undersigned hopes 
to fill all orders with promptness and 
despatch and at the lowest cash 
prices. He will supply any book 
published, at as low price as can be 
had at any other house of the same 
kind. Cash sales will secure cash 
prices. 

All the periodicals published by 
the Board of Publication will be con- 
tinued as before, as, also, all the 
books of the church, improvements 
being made in them from time to time. 

The name under which the busi- 
ness will hereafter be conducted is 
THE REFORMED CHURCH PUBLICA- 
TION House, to which all business 
letters should be addressed. 

CuHaAs. G. FISHER. 

Phila., 907 Arch St., Dec. 31, 1887. 


THE MESSENGER IN THE 
PAST. 

The new arrangement brought 
about by the sale of the Publication 
property and the lease of the publi- 
cations of the Church closes a chap- 
ter in the history of the MESSENGER. 
The retiring editor has conducted 
the paper, as the organ of the 
Church, during a period of some 
twelve years with careful diligence. 
His career as editor embraced the 
transition period from the old con- 
troversial times, when party spirit 
ran high, to the new era of peace, 
in which old issues are forgotten and 
anew spirit of peace and harmony 
prevails. During this transition the 
editor performed his duty well in 
guarding the columns of the MEs- 
SENGER from whatever was calcula- 
ted to retard the peace-movement, 
and in promoting the cause of peace 
in every proper way. Atthe same 
time he sought to present to the 
Church a positive paper, upholding 
and defending the historical faith 
and customs of the Reformed Church. 
During a portion of this time he was 
physically disabled, but even his 
temporary retirement while travel- 
ing in foreign lands for his health, 
was made to inure to the benefit of 
the MESSENGER by the interesting 
letters he furnished for its columns. 


‘His ability as a writer is conceded 


by all, and the spirit which he in- 
fused into the MESSENGER gained 
the good will of religious contem- 
poraries. His faithful labors will 
not be forgotten by the Church. In 
retiring from these labors he de- 
serves the gratitude of the Church 
whose best interests he has served 
so many years, and he carries with 
him the warm sympathy of his rea- 
ders in his physical affliction, and 
their wishes and prayers for his wel- 
fare and happiness. It would, in- 
deed, be almost a miracle if his la- 
bors as editor had escaped all criti- 
cism, but all willacknowledge that he 
gave the Church a periodical of which 
it never had need to be ashamed, 
and which, in literary character and 
style, as well as in its irenical spirit, 
compared well with the periodicals 
of other denominations. May the 
blessing of God attend him in his 
retirement from the labors he per- 
formed so long and so well ! 


THE MESSENGER IN THE 
FUTURE. 


The editing of the REFORMED 
CHURCH MESSENGER is now per- 
formed under the direction of the 
Editorial Commission appointed at 
their late annual meetings by the 
three Eastern English Synods. Some 
of the best talent of the Church has 
been engaged to furnish its columns 
with matter that shall be of interest 
to the readers. The paper will have 
for its primary object to promote 
and advance the interests of the Re- 
formed Church. All subjects and 
matters that directly concern this 
Church will claim first attention. 
As the Church has come into an era 
of peace, the MESSENGER will stand 
sincerely and truly on the basis, in 


doctrine and cultus, of the peace 
measure. It will seek to know no 
parties nor party-issues, as these pre- 
vailed in the past, but will seek to 
be just and faithful to all parties and 
interests that entered into the peace 
compact. These all will be regarded 
now as one in spirit and aim, look- 
ing only to the welfare and pros- 
perity of the whole Church. The 
paper will therefore be a denomi- 
national organ. 


The doctrines and customs that 
called the Reformed Church of Switz- 
erland and Germany into existence, 
and rendered it necessary to main- 
tain a separate denominational exist- 
ence, in the face of opposition and 
bitter persecution, to the present 
day, are precious to our people of 
this generation. We are emphati- 
cally the church of. the Heidelberg 
Catechism, which has been so highly 
honored among all the Reformed 
confessions. . We would be recreant 
to our trust not to maintain the faith 
handed down to us by our martyr 
forefathers. Our institutions and 
customs have grown up under the 
inspiration of this confession, and it 
has become endeared to the hearts 
of our people. So long as we can 
teach what is man’s ‘‘ only comfort 
in life and in death,’’ we certainly 
have a calling to exist. 


It will be the aim of the MEssHn- 
GER, therefore, to promote and ad- 
vance the interests of the Reformed 
Church, and to maintain in its doc- 
trinal purity the teaching of the 
Heidelberg Catechism. It will seek 
to be loyal, first ‘of all, to its own 
church, and then to other denomina- 
tions. 

In accord, therefore, with the 
irenical spirit of the Reformed 
Church, it will seek also to present 
and represent the interests of the 
church of Christ in its broader sense, 
recognizing other evangelical de- 
nominations as portions also of that 
one body. It will seek to cultivate 
the spirit of union, and the tendency 
towards co-operation, that have come 
to prevail and manifest themselves 
in all Christian churches. This spirit 
and tendency do not, necessarily, do 
away with denominational distinc- 
tions ; they may continue to exist, 
and yet the spirit of unity may pre- 
vail. Whilst we hold, therefore, to 
our own confession and our own de- 
nomination, we shall be ready to 
co-operate in all matters that pertain 
to the whole church of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

With this purpose we ask the sup- 
port and confidence of our church. 
In the degree in which this support 
and confidence are freely given, will 
we be able to present a paper, week 
by week, that will fitly represent 
the true interests of the Reformed 
Church in the United States. For 
the rest, the paper must speak for 
itself. 


CHANGE IN FORM. 

We hope the change in the form 
of the paper is a pleasing surprise, 
and a departure which meets with 
the approval of every jone of our 


readers. We think it will be found 

far more convenient for handling 
and reading than the larger form one 
has been. By making its pages 
smaller in size the space has not 
been lessened, but it will be found 
to contain as much reading matter 
as before. Very few of the religious 
papers of to-day are issued in the 
larger form of eight pages. The 
quarto form is more popular and is 
regarded as more convenient in many 
respects. We trust all will find it so. 


CHANGE OF NAME. 


It will be observed that the name 
or title of the paper is changed from 
THE MESSENGER to that of the Rk- 
FORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. We 
need not give the reason for the 
change. All can readily divine it. 
It is not a new title, only a renewal 
of what it was a dozen of years ago. 
For good reasons, no doubt, it was 
changed then, and we trust better 
ones lead us to change it back again. 
We are Reformed, therefore our 
church paper should go forth as the 
Reformed Church MESSENGER. 


THE YEAR 1887. 


It is past and gone, numbered 
with the years beyond the flood, as 
we say. It cannot, however, be 
said that it was a very remarkable 
one. It was not distinguished for 
its wars or any great revolutions on 
human society. Very few of its 
pages are stained with blood-shed or 
carnage, and yet its quiet flow in 
the present state of the world, is on 
many accounts as wonderful as it is 
remarkable. Human passions were 
as fierce as they ever were, and 
probably more so, which only need- 
ed a vent through which they might 
break forth with wild, maddening, 
demoniacal fury. But they were 
repressed, hemmed in, and so bridl- 
ed by a superintending Providence, | 
that the mystery of iniquity could 
work, toss and foam only in its own 
deep dark places. 


Europe, which has been resting 
on a voleano for years, has been 
successful in keeping down its hid- 
den; fires.. It is’ still peace, for 
which its millions, especially its 
poor, cannot be sufficiently thankful. 
France just the other day appointed 
a new president in the place of the 
old one, and there was little or no 
commotion on its streets. The war 
party was at a discount, and Ferry 
was left out, to introduce Carnot, a 
man of peace, the bearer of an 
honored and distinguished name. 
Prince Ferdinand ascended the 
throne of Bulgaria and sits there 
still, notwithstanding the growls of 
the great Bear. Russia understands 
the situation, and knows full well 
that Germany and Austria are so 
strongly enforced along their east- 
ern borders, that for the present it 
would be perilous for her to commit 
a casus belli. England, always 
prepared for war, has an eye to her — 
trade and’ commerce, understands 
her interests, and does not wish 
them to be disturbed by wars or 
rumors of wars. Even France, now- 
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republican and free, has a large and 
intelligent element in her population 
that prefers to cultivate the arts of 
peace. 


In the distant Orient all has been 
peaceful, and: progressive. China 
has taken a step forward, and now 
invites American citizens to manage 
her financial affairs, so that she 
may build railroads, and develop 
her untold resources. Japan and 
Corea, smaller bodies, have not 
waited for her in her slow progress, 
and are struggling to be in the ad- 
vance in the march of civilization. 


Generally in this, our western 
world, peace, order, and good will 
prevailed throughout our borders, 
from ocean to ocean, and our pro- 
gress in all directions challenges the 
pen of description in its details. 
The past year was almost a con- 
tinuous series of commemorations, 
festivals and rejoicings in both 
Church and State. The Centennial 
of the Constitution at Philadelphia, 
was a great affair, eloquent in all 
respects, bringing home to the 
minds of the entire nation what God 
has done for us as a nation in cast- 
ing our lines in pleasant places. As 
a people we have not deserved such 
favor. With what is good among us 
we have our sinks of iniquity, from 
whose sulphureous, mephitic fumes, 
the great and good God in heaven 
alone has preserved us. 


‘With all this outward prosperity, 
there has been a corresponding 
peaceful advance in our churches, 
our schools, our colleges and other 
seminaries of learning. Literature, 
science, philosophy and theology 
have been cultivated with zeal and 
“success, and American scholarship 
has come to command respect at 
home and abroad. 


But why has God dealt so graci- 
ously with us as a people? Certain- 
ly not because we are better than 
other nations, more righteous than 
our neighbors; or because we have 
earned a claim upon His favor by 
our good works, all of which are 
“nothing worth.’’ The answer to 
this question is to be referred back 
to the Divine will, and purpose. 
God manifestly wishes us to bea 
light, an example, and a blessing 
to ourselves as well as to other 
nations sitting in darkness and 
yearning fora better order of things. 
This the lesson of fruitful years of 
increasing traffic and expanding 
commerce. 

Such years as the last, compara- 
tively peaceful: and quiet, have 
made in fact a large and generous 
contribution to the work of human 
progress, in which Christianity has 
reaped the greatest harvests. A 
decade or more of the same kind, 


will be still more significant, justi- 
fying us weak vessels, in believing 
that the time is actually at hand 
when the lion shall lie down with 
the lamb and nations shall learn 
wars no more,—on earth peace, 
good will toward men. 


THE NEW VEAR. 


Safely through another year 
Gad has brought us on our way. 

The opening of a new year as well 
as the close of an old one calls for 
solemn thought and reflection. Time 
in its silent flight is carrying us all 
to our eternal destination beyond the 
dark sea. As we look over the 
crowds of voyagers, we see many of 
the young starting out happy, buoy- 
ant, expectant, as if nothing but 
clear skies and calm seas awaited 
them. Others are out in mid-ocean 
breasting winds and waves, pelted 
at times with fierce tempests and 
pitiless storms, but steering their 
vessels with unerring accuracy to 
the safe haven beyond; whilst 
others, with neither compass nor 
safe pilot, are driven hither and 
thither, going down into the yawn- 
ing abyss of eternal death in great 
numbers. Further on, nearing the 
shore on the other side, may be seen 
a great multitude, happy and jubi- 
lant, who are ready to enter into 
their long hoped for possessions to 
be ever with the Lord; whilst in 
the heavenly hills above and be- 
yond many and much greater multi- 
tudes await their arrival with out- 
Stretched arms, ready to receive 
them into their communion and fel- 
lowship. 

Slightly changing the figure at the 
opening of this new year, we may 
regard ourselves as standing on a 
narrow neck of land, between two 
unbounded seas, or more literally, 
between two years, the old and the 
new. ‘The view of the past as we 
look backwards is eminently real- 
istic. When it was still new, it was 
clothed, to many at least, in the 
bright colors of romance; but as it 
grew older it lost much of its bright 
colorings, and it stands out now in 
distinct outlines as a naked reality. 
It was a period of joys and sorrows: 
to many the latter preponderated 
over the former ; but to all it brings 
up to memory scenes and occasions, 
which now call forth gratitude to the 
great Author of our lives for His 
goodness and loving-kindness. We 
can still see Christ, the good Shep- 
herd, as He led us about into green 
pastures and still waters; or as our 
chief Pilot standing on the vessel 
and rebuking the storms, as they 
passed over our heads and threatened 
to overwhelm us. 

THE NEW YEAR, 1888. 

But if the past has been engraven 
deep on the tablets of memory, the 
future, this new year of grace, is in 
a manner all unknown to us, and 
hence, as usual, our imaginations 
are excited and lend to our thoughts 
much that is bright, cheerful and 
encouraging. Itisright thatit should 
be so, for no greater wrong could be 


for which we may hope and pray, | inflicted upon us than the revelation 


of all the good or evil that is to be- 
fall us in the future. Very appro- 
priately, therefore, we congratulate 
each other and wish each other a 
happy and safe journey through the 
year. These wishes, when they are 
not mere emptygwords, may assume 
the character of short, comprehen- 
Sive prayers, which it would be un- 
wise to say are never answered or 
realized. 

To some extent, at least, it is 
time we may take a forecast of the 
year before us. Judging from the 
past we may judge of the future, for 
the one determines the other, and 
some of the laws that determine the 
course of history are known to the 
thoughtful and reflecting. We have 
outwardly peace on earth, and the 
booming of cannon and the clashing 
of swords in the field of battle are 
sounds that, for the present, are 
growing fainter as they recede into 
the mists of the past. We may, 
therefore, infer that the coming year 
will, in a general way, resemble its 
predecessor; that we will be per- 
mitted to sit under our own vines 
and fig trees; that we will be per- 
mitted to enjoy the blessings of 
providence and of grace; that to the 
poor the gospel will be preached ; 
and that the kingdom of heaven, 
suffering violence, will be coming to 
us more and more.. 

But who knows what a day or an 
hour may bring forth? Before the 
end of the year the whole world may 
be in dire commotion. We walk by 
faith, not by sight, looking through 
a glass darkly. 

The great solemnity of the season, 
however, requires us to employ one 
more figure. This present life of 
ours is truly a battle-field. The 
hosts of darkness are already in line 
—or, rather, in battle array. Christ, 
the great captain of salvation, has 
summoned His hosts also to meet the 
attack and to carry on the war into 
the enemy’s country. The Christ- 
ian Church is the ‘‘ army with ban- 
ners,’’ and the trumpet, sounding 
longer and louder, calls for every 
one of us to obey the call and fight 
for the right, the true and the goad. 
What is required of each of us, there- 
fore, is to put on an armor, and en- 
dure hardness as good soldiers of 
Christ. Many of us may fall in the 
battle- field, but if we do, we shall 
only receive the crown of glory so 
much the sooner. 


CHRISTMAS AND EPIPHANY. 


The festival of Epiphany was one 
of the earliest festivals established 
in the Christian Church after Easter 
and Pentecost, on the 6th of January. 
It commemorated the manifestation 
of Christ in the flesh, to the world 
at large, but more especially to the 
Gentile portion of it. His birth, the 
mysterious star in the East, the visit 
of the Magi, His baptism in the Jor- 
dan, His miracle at Cana, and other 
wonder works, were parts of one 
more general and central fact, His 
appearance here on earth in the flesh 
as the great light of the world. In 
the course of time, especially to the 
idealistic Greeks, the divine, super- 


natural side of His character came 
to be too predominant, insomuch 
that His humanity was overlooked, 
or ignored, and by some ruled out 
altogether. Thus He became toa 
certain extent simply a divine appa- 
rition, a mere theophany, walking 
about here on earth under the sem- 
blance of a human being. This ex- 
travagant one-sidedness produced, as 
a natural result, a reactionary ten- 
dency, and Christmas, which had 
been observed by the particular con- 
gregation at Rome, from an early 
period, became more general, and 
in a comparatively short period came 
to be celebrated all over the Church, 
in the East as well asin the West. 
It was a salutary reaction. It laid 
emphasis on the humanity of Christ 
as a real human being, and being 
celebrated in close connection with 
Epiphany, it helped materially in 
bringing into prominent view the 
divine-human character of the Sa- 
viour which it has retained ever since. 


What, however, more particularly 
does the Epiphany manifest? We 
might say it means the manifestation 
of Christ Himself. But, we ask, 
what does that mean? We say, in 
a word, that it was the revelation of 
the Son of God, equal with the 
Father, in our human flesh. To 
any person studying His life, it will 
appear most manifest that it was 
with Him the primary object of all 
His teachings and works to induce 
men to have faith in Him under this 
aspect. It would avail: Him noth- 
ing, but rather expose Him to pre- 
mature persecution, if He had gone 
about telling the people who and 
what He was. He left them to infer 
it—to find it out for themselves— 
from what Hesaid and did. Hence, 
when Peter, towards the close of 
His ministry in Galilee, said em- 
phatically that He was the Son of 
God, He congratulated him and re- 
joiced in spirit, telling him that such 
a great mystery could have been re- 
vealed to him only by the Father. 
He now, after His arduous labors in 
Galilee, had at least one true con- 
vert, and the foundation of the 
Church was laid, against which the 
gates of hell could never prevail. 

In our realistic age, the tendency 
in an opposite direction from that of 
the old, speculative, idealistic mind 
of the Greeks is strongly prevalent, 
and seems to be growing stronger 
every day. Now it is the fashion to 
eulogize Christ as a man. Free 
thinkers, from Rousseau down to 
Renan, describe Him as the Ideal 
Man, in brighter colors and more 
eloquent language than most Christ- 
ian writers. But does such a view 
of Christ imply true faith in Him? 
By no means. It carefully elimi- 
nates the chief matter, the divinity 
of Christ, upon which all true faith 
rests, and is in reality a denial of 
Christ Himself and of His great 
work in the world, 

When, under a human form, we 
can see and believe from the heart 
that Christ is +e Son of God, equal 
with the Father, we have made a 
great discovery, worth more to us 
than all the world, with its pearls 
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and diamonds, its riches and honors, 
its philosophy and science. In Him 


as the Son of God, I see as in a, 
mirror abounding grace, plenteous, 


redemption, and power to save my 
soul, and your soul, also, dear reader, 
and all the world besides. Happy, 


thrice happy, will every one of us| 


be who can say during this Epiphany 


period: And here I fix my trust. | 


Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: 
every spirit that confesseth that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is 
of God. 


Be and Periodicals. 


Any of the books here noticed can be had through our 
Publication House, 907 Arch Street. 


NOTES ON THE HEIDELBERG CATECHISM. 
By Rev. A. C, Whitmer, Lancaster, Pa. 
Pp. 323. $1.00. 

This is the third edition of this excellent 
work. The former editions were soon ex- 
hausted. Pastors and laymen found it a 
valuable aid in the study of the Catechism. 
Whenit was first published it was regarded 
as filling an important want and very 
suitable to place in the hands of catechu- 
mens, it having the text of the catechism 
with notes or explanations accompanying 
each question and answer. It should 
havea large sale still. It can be had of 
the author, Lancaster, Pa., and of the Re- 
formed Church Publication House, 907 
Arch street, Phila. Cash must accompany 
aul orders. 


CONFIRMATION: A Tract for Catechumens. 


By Rev. A. C. Whitmer, Lancaster, Pa. 
Pp 48. 8 cts. percopy; 12 copies, post- 
paid, 75 cts. 


This little tract, like the /Vozes on the 
Fleidelberg Catechism, by the same author, 
has reached a large and encouraging sale. 
The fifth thousand is now offered to pas- 
tors. A neat certificate of confirmation is 
to be found in the front part of, it which 
adds to. its value. It should be in the 
hands of those preparing for confirmation, 
To be had of the author, Lancaster, Pa., 
and of the Reformed Church Publication 
House, 907 Arch street, Phila, Cash must 
accompany ad/ orders. 


LippINCcoTT’s MONTHLY MaGazine, A 
Popular Journal of General Literature. 
The January number, now ready, contains: 
—Check and Counter-Check, a novel, 
Brander Matthews and George H. Jessop ; 
The Browning Craze, Edgar Fawcett; 
Holyrood, a poem, Clinton Scollard; The 
Preferences of our Opera-Singers, Charles 
E. L. Wingate; Irish Ivy, a poem, John 
James Piatt; With Gauge and Swallow, 
II. An Unlawful Honor, Albion W. Tour- 
gee; The Price, a poem, Carlotta Perry; 
Reminiscences, W. H. Furness; Lucifer, a 
poem, Nora Perry; The Grand Duke's 
Rubies, a story, Edgar Saltus; To My 
Face in the Glass, a sonnet, Amelie 
Rives; Our Monthly Gossip; and Book- 
Talk, 


THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY for January 
contains—Yone Santo. A Child of Japan. 
I.-IV., E. H. House; Unpublished Letters 
of Franklin to Strahan, S.G. W. Benja- 
min; Judson’s Remorse, Lillie Chace 
Wyman ; The Lost Earl, J. T. Trowbridge; 
The Golden Hesperides, Charles Dudley 
Warner; The Second Son, XLIII.-XLV., 
M. O..W. Oliphant and T. B. Aldrich; 
Constantinople, Theodore Child; A Libe 
ral Education, Edward J. Lowell; The 
Secret, James Russell Lowell; The Despot 
of Broomsedge Cove. I., II., Charles 
Egbert Craddock ; On Whittier's Eightieth 
Birthday, Frances L. Mace; The History 
of Children’s Books, C. M. Hewins; 
Monadnock in Autumn, Edna Dean 
Proctor; After ‘‘Our Hundred Days,” 
Oliver Wendell Holmes ; Howell’s Modern 
Italian Poets; Scudder's Men and Let- 


ters; The Contributors’ Club; Books of 
the Month. 


POPULAR SCIENCE MONTHLY. 
by W. J. Youmans. Contents for January 
—Governmental Interference with Produc- 
tion and Distribution, Economic Disturb- 


| ance Series, No. VII..by Hon. David A. 


Wells, LL.D., D.C.L, etc.; Evolution and 
Religious Thought,.by Prof. Joseph Le 
Conte; Glimpses of Life Along a Coral 
Reef, by Francis H. Herrick, illustrated: 
The Psychology of Joking, by J. Hugh- 
lings Jackson, M.D.‘ Railroads and 
Trade-Centers, by Appleton Morgan; 
Race and Language, by Horatio Hale; 
Science and the Bishops, by Professor T. 
H. Huxley. F.R.S.; The Outcome of the 
Granger Movement, by C. W. Pierson; 
Climate of the Lake Region, by Bela 
Hubbard, illustrated ; English Phonology, 
by Theodore H. Kellogg, M.D.; The 
Monkeys of Dutch Guiana, by August 
Kappler; Sketch of Cleveland Abbe, with 
portrait; Editor’s Table — International 
Copyright ; Literary Notices ; Popular Mis- 
cellany ; Notes. 

Published by D. Appleton & Co., 1, 3 & 
5 Bond street, New York. 


The second number of THE Woman's 
Wor p appears before us and looks quite 
like an old friend. Good as was the first 
number the second is better. The lead- 
ing article ison ‘‘ Mary Anderson in the 
Winter's Tale.” -A paper on ‘The Fal- 
lacy of the Superiority of Man’’ follows. 
“A Treatise on Hoops” comes next. 
George Fleming’s serial story, ‘‘ The Truth 
About Clement Ker,” is continued. Mr. 
Wilde's Literary and other notes are very 
full and interesting particularly when he 
discusses some of the brutal mandates of 


fashion. A paper on. ‘Japanese Art 
Wares”’ brings this interesting number to 
a close. 


Cassell & Co., Limited, 35 cents a num- 
ber ; $3.50 a year in advance. 


THE MAGAZINE OF AMERICAN HIsTORY 
opens its nineteenth volume with a wonder- 
fully interesting January number. ‘ Thur- 
low Weed’s Home in New York City,’ is 
from the ready pen of the editor of the 
magazlne. The second contribution to 
the number, ‘‘Canada: Reciprocity: or 
Commercial. Union,” by Dr. Prosper 
Bender, is calculated to attract wide popu- 
lar attention. ‘Samuel Carpenter, the 
elder, 1649-1714,’’ by Wharton Dickinson, 
touches upon an early period of Pennsyl- 
vania history of unique importance. 
“General Andrew Jackson's Account of 
the Battle of Horseshoe, in 1814,” never 
before published, is a most welcome con- 
tribution from Gen. Marcus J, Wright. 
“The Discovery of Yucatan"’ is a charm- 
ingly written sketch, by Alice D. Le 
Plongeon. ‘The Historical Sketch of 
Christ Church, New York City,’ an able 
and authoritative paper, is by William J. 
Davies, and others follow. 5 

Price $5.00 a year.’ 743 Broadway, New 
York City. 


The January QUIVER keeps well up to 
the promise of the December number. It 
has not a page in it that its readers would 
call dull. ‘It has plenty of religious 
articles, but it has plenty of poetry and 
fiction, at the same time, and tales of travel 
and adventure, and an endless variety of 
pictures. 

Cassell & Co., New York, 15 cents a 
number, $1.50 a year in advance. 


The MAGAZINE oF ArT for January is 
a fine number. The frontispiece is a 
photogravure of Delaphanche’s Statue of 
Music. The opening paper is devoted to 
the consideration of the “Forest of Fon- 
tainbleau in Winter.” The subject of the 
“ Progress of English Art’’ is discussed by 
Claude Phillips, and.we have the second 
paper on ‘‘ Studies in English Costume,” 
A full-page engraving is devoted to that 
old painting, by John Van Eyck, ‘John 
Arnolfini of Lucca and his wife.’’ The 


Edited | 


new editor of the Magazine, M. H. Spiel- 
mann, contributes a readable paper on 
‘Glimpses of artist life,” showing how art 
studies are pursued in London. The Boy 
of Egremond furnishes the subject of this 
month’s chapter on the ‘‘ Romance of art 
series.” A review of. W. P. Frith's auto- 
biography is given, and is followed by a 
copious supply of notes. 

Cassell.& Co., Limited, 35 cents a num- 
ber, $3.50 a year in advance. 


HARPER’S MAGAZINE for January con- 
tains — “The Shepherds said one to 
another, Let us now go even unto Bethle- 
hem.” Frontispiece. From the Painting 
by John Lafarge in the Church of the In- 
carnation, New York. The Adoration of 
the Magi, Henry Van Dyke, D.D., with 
seven illustrations; The Italian Chamber 
of Deputies, J. S. Farrer, with twenty por- 
traits; Pere Dagobert, a Poem, M. E. M. 
Davis; Virginia of Virginia, a. Story, 
Amelie Rives, with six illustrations by A. 
B. Frost; From Day to Day, a Poem, 
Nora Perry; Modern French Sculpture} 
Theodore Child, with twelve illustrations; 
The City of Savannah, Georgia, I. W. 
Avery, with twelve illustrations by Fenn, 
Graham, Hawley, Schell, and Hogan; 
The Tariff (‘\ For Revenue Only ”’), Henry 
Watterson; In Far Lochaber, a Novel, 
part J., William Black; The Share. of 
America in Westminster Abbey, Arch- 
deacon Farrar, with eight illustrations ; 
The March of Progress, with a full-page 
illustration by Du Maurier; Editor's Easy 
Chair; Editor’s Study; Monthly Record of 
Current Events ; Editor's Drawer. 


LITTELL’s Living AGE. The number 
for December 31st contains — Hannah 
More, Grey Fur, Mrs. Craik, Doris, Heine's 
Visit to London, Juana Alvarez, Flamin- 
goes at Home, Elephants, Poetry and Mis- 
cellany. Title and Index to Volume 
CLXXY. 


Published every Saturday by Littell & 
Co., Boston. 


” 


A VALUABLE 


NEW YEAR'S PRESENT 
FOR ANY ONE. 


We suggest THE MESSENGER as a 
suitable and valuable New Year's Gift to a 
son, daughter, friend, or some worthy 
member of the Church. It is not costly, 
and yet will prove of great benefit to the 
receiver, 

Sendin the names and $2.00 in cash for 
each—that the weekly visits of the Church 
paper may begin withthe NEw YEAR, 

Address, 

Reformed Church Pub. House, 


907 Arch St,, Philadelphia, 


THE 


DIRECTORY OF WORSHIP. 


A new edition of the Directory of Wor- 
ship has just been issued. They can be 
had at present only in three styles of 
binding, and hereafter at the following 
prices, fixed by the General Synod’s Com- 
mittee: 


Maslin, . é ° . . e ° $ .75 
Imitation, e ° ° A 5 « 1.25 
Turkey Morocco, gilt edges, . 2.50 


Directory of Worship and Hymns 
for the Reformed Church, Km- 


bossed, plain, bound together, 1.50 


All postpaid, with the usual discount to 
the trade, and when ordered in large quan- 


tities. 
Congregations wishing to introduce them 
will be allowed a special price for introduc- 
tion—to continue tor six weeks. 

All orders to be addressed to 


Reformed Church Pub. House, 


907 Arch St., Philrdelphia, Pa, | 


Business Department. 


THRMS: 


$2.00 2 year, in advance, postage free. 
to one address for one year, #10.00. 

No paper disc ontinued, except at the 9ption of the 
publisher, unless orders are sent direct to the Publica- 
tion Office, at least two weeks before the time subscribed 
for expires, and all arrearages are paid. 

The date append ed to the subscriber’s name on the slip 
pasted on each paper, indicates the day and year to 
which he has paid. 

Renewals should be made before the date transpires. 

When the address of a papéris to be changed, the OLD 
and the NEW should be given. 

@Should you remit, and on examining the label on 
your paper you do not find the proper credit given after 
two weeks have elapsed, please inform us by postal, so 
that any failure to reach us may be discovered, or any 
mistake or omission may be corrected. 

Sa-We do make mis takes sometimes, and we want the 
oe of pastors, agents and all interested, in. correcting 
them. 

S&S Remittances should be made payable by Check, 
Draft, Postal Money Order, or Registered Letter to the 
order of Tur RrrormepD CHURCH PuBLICATION Housx, 
9°07 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


CHAS. G. FISHER. 


55 6h Bh ROBE 


PLEASE NOTICE 
TAG ON YOUR PAPER, 


And if you are indebted for 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


REMIT WITHOUT DELAY. 


Six copies 


Subscriptions are Due in Advance. 


ALWIANACS for 1888 


The Eastern Almanac for 1888 is now ready for distri- 
bution. f 

Itis an interesting annual—surpassing the issues of 
other years. Its pages are filled with matters of 1) terest 
to the whole Church— presenting principally the Church 
work claiming our attention at this tme—Home and 
Foreign Missions. 

It pages contain also por’raits of men that have been 
and are prominent in the Church, and pictures of some 
of the churches that have been recently erected. 

lt is, in fact, worthy ot circulation throughout the 
whole Church —covering the work of Missions within 
onr bounds as a Church—East and West. Every family 
should have one. It will be sent at the usual rates: 


100 Copies, $5.00 
50 + 2.75 
12 66 “7S 

Single Copy, Postpaid, 12 


When to be sent by’ mail 18 cents per dozen must be 
added for every dozen ordered, 


THE WESTERN ALMANAC 


Supplied at the same rates as noted above. 


GERMAN ALMANAC. 


We can a’so fill orders fos the German Almanac at the 
usual rates. 


12 Copies, (Postage, x6 cts.) 95 Cts. 
Single Copy, Postpaid, 12 Cis. 
Address, ‘ 4 


Reformed Church Pub. House, 


907 Arch Street, Philadelphia, 


NEW & OLD BOOKS. 


We would call attention to the follow- 
ing books thathave been recently publish- 
ed, and are for sale by us at the prices 
mamed, postpaid: 

Historic Manual of the Reformed 

Church im the U. 8., Rev. J. H. 


Dubbs, D D., $1.50 
The Substantial Philosophy, Rev. J. ; 
I. Swander, D.D., 1.50 


Letters to Koys and Girls about the 
Woly Land and the First Christmas, 


Rev. Theo. Appel, D.D., 75 
Lord’s Portion, Rev. H. Harbaugh, 
D.D., Paper, 25 
Muslin, 230 
Service Book and Hymnal, Rev. W. % 
B.. Lichliter, Plain Muslin, 025 
Red edges, 6 0 
A Treatise on Baptism, Rev, J. J. 
Leberman, 60 
Recollections of College Life, Rev. 
Theodore Appel, D,D., 1.25 
Beginnings of the Theological Semi-= 
mary of the Reformed Church in 
the U.S8., Rev. Theo. Appel, D.D., 
Paper, 50 3 Muslin, By 653 
A Child’s Life of Christ, Rev. C. Z. 
Weiser, D.D., 1.00 
The Gospe) Call, Book of Sermonsby . 
Rev. J. K. Millett, deceased ; edited 
by Rev. 0. 8. Gerhard, “1.50 
History and Doctrimes of the Re- ‘ 
formed Church, by Rev. J. H. Good, : 
A Tract. 50 Copies, | 1.00 
100 «&- 2.00 
300 « 5.00 
Directory of Worship, Muslin, , 8S 
Imitation Morocco, 1,25 
Young Parson, L25 


OLD BOOKS AT REDUCED RATES. — 
Wayside Gleanings, by Rev B. Baus- 


man, D.W., (former price, $1.25), . 60 

Christological Theology, Rev. H, 
Harbaugh, D,D., Single Copy, .05 
Dozen, .50 


Addresg, 5 


Reformed Church Pub. House, 


907 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. — 
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Poetry. 


JANUARY. 


MARY ROWLES. 


Through frosty skies the glittering stars 
look down 
On lands that lie’ in dreamless winter 
sleep ; 
Wrapped in a wealth of snow-flakes soft 
and deep. 
The trees seem taller and more stately 
grown 
In the white splendor of their transient 
crown. 
Unvisited the hills their secrets keep, 
And over all—hill, dale, and mountain 
steep— 
One vast, pure veil of loveliness is thrown. 
A world of snow and silence, and beneath 
The Past and Future, resting side by 


side ; 
But soon new power shall stir in blade 
and frond, 
There shall be gladness after seeming 
death, 
The advent of the springtime, far and 
wide, 
And all the bliss of summer life be- 
yond! 


Personal. 


Mr. George Muller, of Bristol, England, 
is now engaged upon his fifteenth evange- 
lical tour, recently commencing his labors 
in New Zealand. 


A choice and, as it is considered, very 
accurate bust of Thomas Aquinas has 
been completed by the eminent Roman 
sculptor Aureli, and is exhibited privately 
at his studio, ; 

The National Committee. of the Prohibi- 
tion Party met in Chicago, November 30, 
and elected Samuel Dickie of Albion, 
Mich., as chairman of the Committee, to 
succeed the late John B. Finch. 


In the spring the Duc d'Orleans, eldest 
son of the Comte de Paris, who is now at 
Sandhurst, is to leave England for New 
York, on a tour round the world, which 
is to include visits to Japan, China and 
India. 


The ministerial jubilee of the Rev. 
Horatius Bonar, D.D., which was to have 
been celebrated during November, was 
postponed on account of his indisposition 
till March, 1888. Dr. Bonar has been 
confined to his bed for some time past. 


® Joseph Hoffman, the celebrated boy 
pianist, is giving concerts in this country, 
and has proved to be all that his managers 
claimed for him. He is ten years old, and 
his performances are wonderful. Heis a 
thorough boy, fond of play, and precocious 
only in regard to music. 


Miss Skerrett, who used to be Queen 
Victoria’s private secretary, lately died at 
the age of ninety-five years. She was an 
accomplished linguist and a student so in- 
defatigable that at the time of her death 
she was studying Icelandic to be able bet- 
ter to understand the Sagas. 


Mr. P. Y, Sheshadri, son of the well- 
known missionary, Narayan Sheshadri, 
has gained his diploma as a member of 
the Royal Agricultural College and has 
also been’ elected a fellow of the Chemi- 
cal Society of London. He has been 
highly recommended to the government 
of India. 


' The notices of the eightieth birthday of 
John G. Whittier, which have appeared 
especially in the New England press, 
amount to a tribute to the venerable and 
venerated poet of no small significance. 


‘Last Saturday's issue of the Advertiser, of | 


Boston, was a Whittier number of remark- 
able merit. 


- On the recent seventieth anniversary 


of his birthday, Professor Mommsen re- 
ceived an address of congratulation signed 
by over four hundred names of eminent 
literary, political and other men residing in 
every quarter of the globe. Americans 
were well represented on the list, Professor 
Mommsen having a considerable acquaint- 
ance here, 


Science and Art. 


Scientists are looking forward to the 
coming phonograph as the sensation of 
the year 1888. 


A solution composed of alum, 2 pounds; 
water, 60 pounds; blue vitriol, 2 pounds; 
gelatine, 1 pound; acetate of lead, % 
pound, thoroughly mixed, will prevent 
mildew from affecting wood, clothing, 
fabrics, etc, 


According to the Jndustrial Journal 
“iron pipe”’ is now made from wood-pulp 
—that is, a tubing is made from wood pulp 
that has many advantages over iron for 
gas and water pipes, It is said to be sus- 
ceptible only to the destructive action of 
fluoric acid. 


The supply of red cedar used in the 
manufacture of lead pencils is derived 
from the swamps of Cedar Key, in Flo- 
rida, The product of mills there is 
shipped not only to Northern but to 
European factories, and the industry gives 
employment to a great number of opera- 
tives. The wood also yields a valuable 
oil and the sawdust is distilled and the oil 
extracted. 


With the aid of science even the desert 
of the Sahara is becoming inhabitable 
and colonization is encouraged. The 
Lower Sahara is an immense basin of 
artesian waters, and the French are form- 
ing fresh oases with skill and success, so 
that the number of cultivated tracts is 
increasing rapidly. After a period of 
thirty years forty-three oases have 13,000 
inhabitants, 120,000 trees between one 
and seven years old, and 100,000 fruit 
trees. 


Euston Station, in London, England, is 
lighted by a new light which is believed to 
possess many advantages, Ordinary coal 
gas, mixed in about the proportion of one 
to eight of common air, is supplied under 
the usual gas-service pressure to burners 
over which are placed caps of platinum 
wire gauze. The mixture, when lighted, 
burns without flame around the cap, which 
is raised to a brilliant white heat by the 
combustion. The light is perfectly 
steady, there being no flame, and is not 
affected by wind or rain. More than twice 
as much light, it is said, is obtained, with 
a given consumption of gas, as by the old 
system. Twenty burners replace fifty of 
the old kind, and light a platform goo feet 
in length. 


Items of Interest. 


California has 20,000,000 pounds of 
Malaga grapes for raisins this year, against 
13,000,000 pounds last year. 


There are now in use on American 
railroads 26,415 locomotives, 19,252 pass- 
enger coaches, 6,325 baggage cars, 845,- 
914 freight cars. Their value is estimated 
at $700,000,000. 


Japan, according to the new census, 
has a population of 38,500,000, or about 
the same as that of the United States in 
1870. In area Japan is about three times 
the size of Pennsylvania, 


It is a significant fact that the highest 
tax paid, under our present tariff, upon 
woolen goods, is paid upon the lowest and 
cheapest grades. Woolen cloths valued 
at not more than eighty cents per pound 
pay the extraordinary tax of 91.95 per 
cent. 


There are four great accumulated 
masses of gold in the world—$282,000,000 
in the United States treasury, $237,000,000 
in the National Bank of France, $107,- 
000,000 in the National Bank of Ger- 
many, and $100,000,000 in the Bank of 
England. ’ 


Sweet potatoes, like the white, were 
found growing here when Columbus came 
and they were among the. presents he car- 
ried to Queen Isabella, They were known 
in Europe before the white potato, and 
itis to these that Shakspeare and other 
early English writers refer when they speak 
of potatoes. 


Over a million dollars a year is spent by 
the American people for chewing gum, 
and in one gum factory in Brooklyn ¢400,- 
oco is invested. The secret processes of 
manufacture are guarded with extreme 
jealousy. The chief articfe in the com- 
position is the chicle, a spongy exudation 
of a Mexican tree. 


Henry’s Lake, among the Rockies in 
Nevada has two floating Islands, One of 
them is about 300 feet in diameter, A 
willow thicket thrives in the center, inter- 
spersed with small aspens and dwarfed 
pines, These little trees catch the wind 
and itis wafted about the lake, which has 
an area of about forty square miles. 


A missionary in Africa was astonished 
while walking in a wood to hear a clock 
strike, though no human habitation was 
within miles of the place. He discovered 
that the noise proceeded from a_ bird 
known as the clock-bird and called by the 
Spanish the Campanero, The bird gives 
a note every few minutes which is identi- 
cal with the sound of a striking clock. 


Farm and Garden. 


A few bruised apples in a barrel may 
spoil the whole before the Winter is over. 


Many a farmer pays out large sums for 
fertilizers, while he allows his own barn- 
yard to run to waste. Poor policy. 


A remarkable variety of asparagus dis- 
covered in Russia, is described as having 
stalks as thick as a man’s wrist, with a 
height of six feet. 


The fit of the collar and harness has 
much todo with the amount of work a 
horse can perform in a day. Ill-fitting 
collars cause sores and galls, 


One egg a week will pay for the support 
of a hen. As the first egg must be de- 
ducted for expenses, consequently the hen 
that lays three eggs a week produces twice 
as much profit as the hen that lays two 
eggs. 

It is said that 1000 sheep run on a piece 
of ground one year will make the soil 
capable of yielding grain enough over and 
above the capacity of the soil without the 
sheep manure to support 1035 sheep an 
entire year. 


The seed of sorghum cane should’ be 
more extensively used. It may be ground 
or fed whole, if wellcleaned. For poultry 
it is excellent, and as the yield of seed 
is from fifteen to twenty-five bushels per 
acre, it is really a very valuable portion of 
the crop. 


Ducks are not good winter layers, but 
they begin very early in the season, usual- 
ly in February, laying their eggs early in 
the morning. They should not be kept 
too fat. Boiled potatoes or turnips, with 
plenty of grass, make excellent food for 
them at this season. 


There is no reason why farmers should 
receive less than the regular prices for any 
kind of produce. If they willship articles 
in good condition, and allow nothing to 
leave the farm except that of the best qual- 
ity, they can always find a ready sale for 
all classes of produce, 


For a horse that is weak in the knees, 
rub the limbs briskly with a woollen cloth, 
then bathe with salt and water, wipe dry, 
and apply a mixture of one pint of alcohol 
and one drachm of tincture of spanish fly, 
rubbing in a tablespoonful twice a day with 
the hand, Let the horse run in a loose 
stall deeply littered with sawdust or on an 
earth floor, 


Hints and Recipes. 


It is a common belief that bread and 
milk is an ideal food for weak stomachs. 
Recent experiments have shown that 
there are very few foods so unsuited 
when the digestive power of that organ is 
weak, 


No more bright, staring colors are seen 
in carpets, and it is likely tobe avery 
long time before they are again fashion- 
able. The newest color is called old 
English red, and is something between 
terra cotta and crushed strawberry. It is 
taken from the red in old tapestry and 
comes generally in two or three tones, the 
ground being of the lightest.—Detroit 
Tribune, 


If a child who has been exposed to 
some contagious disease passes the long- 
est time mentioned below, it will, with very 
few exceptions, escape the disease, 

Scarlet fever, 12 hours to 7 days. 

Measles, 9 to 12 days. 

Small-pox, 12 to 14 days. 

Chicken-pox, 8 to 17 days. 

Diphtheria, 2 to 8 days. 

Whooping-cough, 4 to 14 days. 

Mumps, 8 to 22 days. 

In most cases the sooner the disease is 
developed, the severer will bethe type of 
the attack.—Babyhood. 


Marriages. 


x 


On the 15th ult., by the Rev. John W. 
Pontius, Paul F. Greaser, of Huston town- 
ship, Blair county, Pa., to Eleonora Mehr- 
wein, of Alexandria, Pa., 

December 20, 1887, at the residence of 
and by Rev. A. A. Black, Mr. Daniel J. 
Acker, Erie, Pa., to Miss Lenny Straw, 
Venango, Pa. 


Besne 


Obituaries to be inserted must be no longer than two 
hundred and fifty words, 


Diep.—At his residence, near Yellow 
Springs, Frederick county, Md., on De- 
cember 14th, 1887, Elder Charles Fout, 
aged 70 years, 3 months and 27 days. 

Father Fout was a native of Hesse 
Darmstadt, Germany, but came to this 
country when a young man and spent the 
greater part of his life in Frederick county, 
Md. He was a consistent and faithful 
member of Zion’s Reformed church of the 
Glade charge, and for a number of years 
an elder of the same. A man full of faith 
and devoted to his church, he was always 
at his post unless providentially hindered. 
He was liberal, according to his ability, in 
his support of the church and other bene- 
volent objects. Industrious, frugal, and 
withal, strictly upright and honorable in 
his dealings with his fellow men, he had 
acquired for himself and companion a 
comfortable home, His illness, pro- 
nounced softening of the brain, was very 
severe, but his sufferings were soon over, 
as it terminated fatally in about ten days, 
He leaves an aged widow and six child- 
ren—three sons and three daughters. 
The widow also came from Germany when 
young. Father Fout’s funeral occurred on 
the 16th ult., at Zion’s Reformed church, 
in the presence of a large congregation, 
his pastor preaching from 1 Thess, 4: 13, 
14. His body rests in the cemetery ad- 
joining the church. S.M..H. 
Christian World please copy. 


12 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. 


[JANUARY 4, 1888. 


SANE? 


83> Stated Clerks of Classes and Pastors will oblige 
us by sending such Items of News as will be of interest 
to the Church, 


CHRISTMAS TIDINGS. 


Philadelphia, Pa.— Christ, The congre- 
gation, with the Sunday-school, held ap- 
propriate services on Christmas morning, 
using ‘The Order of Worship for 
Christmas.” On Tuesday evening follow- 
ing, the Sunday-school held another ser- 
vice, at which time a surprise for the 
children was given in the way of a trans- 
parency upon which was pictured the 
several scenes in the birth of the Christ- 
Child. The usual treat was given to the 
school. 


Lebanon, Pa—St, John's. The child- 
ren’s Christmas festival at St. John’s 
church on Christmas Eve was of the 
usually interesting character. The de- 
corations of the church were neatly done, 
reflecting great credit upon the committee 
having the matter in charge. The songs 
and carols were of the devotional kind 
that come to us from former ages. The 
customary offering was made for Bethany 
Orphan’s Home which amounted to nearly 
$50. 

The people of St. John’s made this an 
extraordinarily joyful season for their pas- 
tor and his wife. The Society of Church 
Work presented them with two large, 
handsome, costly, bronze vases, a much- 
wished for gift, and the congregation as a 
whole, an envelope containing over a 
hundred dollars in ready cash. In con- 
sideration of the fact that valuable pre- 
sentations at the parsonage have been of 
frequent occurrence throughout the year, 
these Christmas remembrances argue an 
admirable spirit of generosity prevailing 
in the congregation, and be it known that 
whosoever lot it may be to minister to this 
people may expect to find most pleasant 
and gratifying associations. 

first. Rev. F. W. Kremer, D.D., pastor. 
The First Reformed Sunday-schools as- 
sembled at 10 o'clock on Christmas morn- 
ing, as is their custom, and entered the 
church in regular order from the Sunday- 
school rooms. A large congregation was 
present. The services in the church con- 
sisted of an exercise of music, questions, 
anthems and recitations prepared by the 
pastor, for each department. Short ad- 
dresses were made by the pastor and the 
superintendent, J. L. Lemberger. A col- 
lection was lifted for Bethany Orphans’ 
Home, and 650 gifts of choice confec- 
tionery, oranges and other fruits were dis- 
tributed. Everybody was delighted. The 
church was magnificently festooned with 
laurel. The singing of both departments 
was charming and the recitation by the 
five young gentlemen, “ Memorv and the 
Shepherds,” was very modestly and well 
rendered, There was evidence of a good, 
substantial work among the people of the 
First Reformed Sunday-schools. 


St, Mark's. Rev. O. P. Steckel, pastor. 
The Christmas festival of the St. Mark’s 
Reformed Sunday-school was celebrated on 
Christmas morning. The chapel had been 
beautifully decorated. The programme by 
Miss Emma Pitt was satisfactorily rendered 
by the school, A collection amounting to 
$21.04. was lifted for Bethany Orphans’ 
Home. The superintendent, A. H. Miller, 
made afew appropriate remarks. St. Mark's 
Sunday-school has a membership of about 
350, which is large, when we take into 
consideration the short time since its or- 
ganization.— Cowvier. 


Lancaster, Pa.—St. Pauls. A large con- 
gregation was present in the morning to 
hear the pastor, Rev. J. W. Meminger, 
preach a very able sermon. upon the sub- 
ject of the ‘‘ Wonderful Name,” taken 


and pulpit. In the evening the Sunday- 


|school held its usual Christmas anniver- 


| sary. 

| Promptly at the hour of opening the 
| Sunday-school filed into the room in two 
|columns, singing one of their favorite 
|hymns, An interesting programme was 
rendered. 

Just before the distribution of gifts, Mr. 
D. C. Haverstick, in an appropriate little 
address presented Rev. Meminger, on be- 
half of members and friends of the con- 
gregation and Sunday-school, with a beau- 
tiful gold watch, to which the reverend 
gentleman responded in his usual happy 
|style. Many of the teachers were also 
| handsomely remembered by their scho- 
|lars. Each teacher and scholar was pre- 
sented with a box of candy. A collection 
was lifted for the benefit of the Womels- 
dorf Orphans’ Home, and amounted to 
about $30. 


St. John’s (German).—Reyv. J. Kuelling, 
D.D., pastor. The decorations at St. 
John's Reformed church consisted simply 
of two large handsomely trimmed Christ- 
mas trees, one on each side of the chancel. 
The services were appropriate to the occa- 
sion, and at the Sunday-school exercises 
on Sunday evening, the children were 
given boxes of candies, while the teachers 
gave their pupils special prizes. 


St. Luke’s.—Rev. Wm. F. Lichliter, pas- 
tor. The decoration of the church was 
never more tasteful. On the altar were 
vases of cut flowers, a cross trimmed with 
holly, while holly branches decked the 
reading desk and pulpit; atthe point of 
the arch of the recess was a star, and 
beneath the words, ‘‘ Thou shalt call His 
Name Jesus;’’ and on the left of the chan- 
cel, stood a tree of spruce. pine which 
presented a pleasing effect when the 
candles were lighted by two of the scho- 
lars. The scholars entered heartily into 
the singing of the hymns and carols, and 
some of them rendered well chosen recita- 
tions. Each scholar received gifts from 
the school, and the pastor was most kindly 
remembered in the gift of a well filled 
purse. 


First.—The usual 6 o'clock, A. M., ser- 
vice was held in the First church, con- 
ducted by the pastor, Rev. J. M. Titzel, 
D.D., on Christmas Day. The choir was 
assisted by members of other church 
choirs of the city, under the leadership of 
Prof. Hiram Stamm. The instrumental 
music was greatly augmented by the 
Cecilian orchestra of sixteen pieces, the 
music rendered being without a doubt the 
finest heard in their church for years. The 
decorations were most tasteful, the princi- 
pal feature being a set of electric lights 
placedin the dome back of the pulpit, ob- 
scured from the audience by drapery, 
throwing rays of light down upon a crown 
of gold, resting on an immense cross, 
having a beautiful effect. A large cross 
and anchor covered with moss and cut 
flowers added to the numerous and artis- 
tically arranged festoons around the altar. 
In the evening the Sunday-school Christ- 
mas festival was held, the collection being 
devoted to the orphans’ home at Womels- 
dorf, Pa. 


Pottsville, Pa—Trinity, Rev. A. R. 
Bartholomew, pastor. The early service 
at Trinity Reformed church was a prelude 
to the festival with the Sunday school in 
the evening. The pastor preached a 
short sermon. At night the church could 
not accommodate the people, notwith- 


standing the crowded gallery and aisles 
many were turned away. The singing by 
the school was excellent. One of the 
principal features of the programme was 
the Christmas story, a recitation and 
hymn by 24 little girls. The collection 
for Bethany Orphans’ Home will amount 
to $45. The whole school received can- 
‘dies. The report of the secretary for the 


with door ways, bearing the inscription, 
“Glory to God in the highest,” stood in 
the chancel. A few friends and members 
gave the pastor an ebony case clock as a 
Christmas present. 


Myerstown, Pa.—Rev, G. Wolf, D.D., 
pastor... The Christmas festival of the Re- 
formed Sunday-school, held in their church 
on Sunday (Christmas) evening, attracted 
a large audience. The pulpit and chancel 
were tastefully decorated with greens be- 
fore the altar. The beautiful gifts were 
piled in the style of a pyramid, surmount- 
ed with oranges. The exercises were con- 
ducted by Rey. David ‘Wolf, assisted by 
Prof. Hemperly. A beautiful programme 
had been selected, which was well render- 
ed. The singing was’ one of the features 
and was very enjoyable. A’ poem by 
Washington Irving was read. The Infant 
school was well trained. The Bible ques- 
tions asked were answered promptly, and 
showed what little children at the age of 
6 to 10 years learned in Sunday-school. 
The gift given to each one was a box of 
candy and an orange.—Lebanon Courier. 


Gettysburg, Pa.—Rev. T. J. Barkley, 
pastor, Rarely, if ever, was so large an 
audience assembled in the Reformed 
church as that on Sunday evening to wit- 
ness the Christmas services. Two large 
trees, beautifully trimmed, stood on either 
side of the chancel, while the front of the 
pulpit and the entablature in the rear had 
very tasteful decorations of festoons, a 
star and bell in evergreen. The service 
used, published by Miss Emma Pitt, con- 
sisted of scripture readings, charming 
solos and choruses and appropriate re- 
citations, all of which were well rendered. 
Rev. Barkley conducted the exercises and 
delivered an address. A pretty box of 
candy for each member closed the even- 
ing’s exercises.— Compiler. 


Easton, Pa.—Third Street. Rev. H. M. 
Kieffer, pastor. The usual early Christ- 
mas morning service was held at six 
o’clock, and was very largely attended. 
The Sunday-schools held their festival at 
10.30 o'clock, the attendance being larger 
than ever before. An evening ‘Service 
of Praise’ was greatly enjoyed by a large 
audience of quite 800 persons, many 
being unable to find sitting room. The 
congregation lately gave nearly $600 to 
various benevolent objects—Foreign Mis- 
sions, Home Missions, Bethany Orphans’ 
Home and the Society of Relief. Pastor 
and people are greatly encouraged. 


Waynesboro, Pa.— Trinity. At the Chnist- 
mas festival service held on Sunday even 
ing the pastor, Rev. F. F. Bahner, and his 
wife received from the members of the 
church large and finely executed crayon 
portraits of themselves. The pastor also 
received a copy of Mr. Hoke’s ‘‘ The Great 
Invasion,” and a volume of ‘“ Popular 
Lectures on Theology,” by the late Dr. 
Hodge, of Princeton. The pastor and 
his family highly appreciate these tokens 
of affection and regard on the part of 
their people. The pastor preached Christ- 
mas sermons in Waynesboro and at 
Quincy on Sunday. At Salem, the repairs 
to the church not yet being completed, the 
festival service was held in the neighbor- 
ing school house. The attendance at all 
these services was large and the offerings 
of the people were received for the cause 
of the orphans of the church.— Valley 
Spirit. - 

St. Thomas, Pa.—The Reformed Sun- 
day-school and congregation of St. 
Thomas held their Christmas festival on 
Saturday evening. The order of services 
prepared by the Publication Board of the 
church was used. Superintendent J. C. 
Deatrich conducted the services. Rev. J. 
A. Wickert, pastor, delivered the address. 
The decorations were elaborate and the 
audience was large and attentive. The 


children of the school and church were 


from the prophecy of Isaiah. The de- | year was read. Average attendance, 182; | treated to candy, fruit, etc. On Friday 
corations were confined to the chancel collections, $283.82. A very pretty arch | evening the congregation tendered Pastor 


Wickert a donation party. Elder J. C. 
Deatrich made the presentation speech 


and Rev. Wickert fittingly responded. It 
was a surprise to them.— Vadley Spirit. 
Chambersburg Pa-—Zion's. There were 


two distinctive Christmas services in Zion's 
Reformed church Sunday. The first, at 
half-past six o'clock in the morning, at- 
tracted a large audience. The programme 
included Novello’s ‘‘Adeste Fideles,” 
Mozart’s “Gloria in Excelsis” from the 
Twelfth Mass, Dielman’s ‘‘ Christmas 
Hymn,” Lambillotte’s ‘‘ Christmas Hymn,” 
the Canticle and other music. Hatnick’s 
orchestra assisted the large choir and the 
pipe organ and the rendition of this mag- 
nificent Christmas music has never been 
surpassed here. At four o'clock in the 
afternoon the Children’s Service was 
held. It consisted of responsive readings, 
Christmas songs and addresses by Mr. 
William Dice and by Rev. G. W. Aughin- 
baugh, D.D., President of Mercersburg 
College. -A feature of this service was the 
singing by little Maggie Evans, a daughter 
of Mr. C. E. Evans, of East Washington 
street. At the close of the service candy 
was distributed to the scholars. 


Hagerstown, Md.—Zion's Church. At 
Hagerstown, Md., in Zion Reformed 
Church, of which Rev. Dr. J. Spangler Kief- 
fer is pastor, the services in celebration of 
Christmas were of the usual character. No 
departure from the usual way was deemed 
necessary in consequence of Christmas 
coming on Sunday, because here the festi- 
val has always been celebrated with ser- 
vices, and not with entertainments. A 
large congregation was present at the early 
morning service, at 5:30 o'clock, A.M. The 
service for the Sunday-School took the 
place of the regular Sunday morning ser- 
vice at 10:30 o'clock, A.M. The church 
was completely filled by the large Sunday- 
School and the members of the congrega- 


tion worshipping together. The children 
sang their carols beautifelly, and received 


their gifts. The pastor spoke from the 
text, ‘Thanks be unto God for His un- 
speakable gift.” There was no evening 
service; but, as usual, the remainder of 
the day was given up to the family and the 
home. In connection with these festivities 
many beautiful gifts were quietly given and 
received; among them-a beautiful and 
valuable gold watch from the ladies of the 
congregation to the pastor's wife; only one 
out of many evidences of the regard of a 
kind and affectionate people. The Sunday- 
school of this church, under its faithful 
superintendent, Mr. W.H. McCardell, is 
ina flourishing condition. Specially worthy 
of mention, as doing efficient service, is 
the Infant schools under the management 
of Messrs. Rowland, Hurley and Ham- 
mond. 


Abilene, Kansas.—Rev. T. F. Stauffer, 
Pastor. The festival of the Nativity was duly 
observed in both of the congregations be- 
longing to this charge. On Christmas eve the 
services were held at Enterprise, on Christ- 
mas night at Abilene. Large congrega- 
tions were present The churches were 
beautifully decorated with evergreens and 
flowering plants,and Christmas trees— 
rarities in this western section—well laden 
with beautiful gifts graced the front part 
of the churches. The members of the 
church and the scholars of the schools ex- 
changed numerous handsome and appro- 
priate gifts. Fhe school of Abilene now 
has over a hundred and twenty scholars. 
The music of the occasion was excellent; 
the recitations and scripture readings were 
well rendered. The Rev. A. S. Weber, of 
Wichita, was present, preaching in the ~ 
morning and addressing the school at 
night, Pastor Stauffer's work is progréss- 
ing finely in this mission, and he and his 
people are to be sincerely congratulated 
upon the excellent record they have made 
for themselves in theirservice and in the. 
offerings for the orphans this Christmas. 


Middletown, Ma,—Rey, T. F, Hoffmeier, 
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pastor. The Reformed Sunday-School and 


congregation at Middletown, Md., spent a 
very pleasant Christmas. The Sunday- 
School service was held on Saturday eve- 
ing. The church was more beautifully 
decorated than ever before, while two 
large trees stood, one on each side of the 
pulpit. Gifts were given to every scholar 
in both departments of the school. The 
school also made an offering to the Orph- 
ans” Home. The’ services were of an in- 
teresting character. An early service, the 
first,in the, history of the congregation, was 
held at\s6:e%eleck Christmas morning. At 
the regular! ‘thorning service Mr. Lloyd E. 
Coblentz, of the Theological Seminary (a 
member of the congregation), preached a 
good sermon. In the evening the pastor 
preached: ’ Thus in all, four services were 
held. 


Pleasant Unity, Pa,—Rev. E. H. Dieffen- 
bacher, pastor.. Services were held in each 
of the three congregations of the Pleasant 
Unity charge on Christmas. In the morn- 
ing at St. Paul's, in the afternoon at St, 
Luke’s, and in the evening at Emmanuel’s, 
in. Youngstown. ‘The pastor was present 
at each service. The order of worship 
was used morning and afternoon, in which 
the congregations and Sunday schools 
took part in this really edifying service. 
The order of worship for the: Youngstown 
Sunday-school was improvised for the oc- 
casion. The church was decorated and, 
the scholars received the usual treat. All 
the services were well attended. The 
offerings were for benevolent purposes. 


Mt, Pleasant, Pa.—St. Peter’s Reformed 
Sunday-school, Mt. Pleasant, Pa., Rev. C. 
R. Ferner, pastor, held its Christmas ser- 
vice on Sunday evening. The exercises 
consisted of music, recitations and speech- 
es, all of which were most beautifully and 
artistically rendered. The audience was 
large and all seemed to enjoy the exer- 
cises of the evening, The usual Christmas 


treat was distributed at the close of the 
Sunday-school in the morning. The offer- 


ings of the occasion amounted to $31.20, 
added to this $3.80%taken up in St. John’s 
congregation on the same day, makes $35 
applied to the St. Paul’s Orphans’ Home, 
Butler, Pa. 


Greencastle, Pa.—Rev. C. Cort, pastor. 
For 27 years the Reformed church Sunday- 
schoolat Greencastle, has annually cele- 
brated the festival of the nativity. This 
year was no exception. Indeed it was the 
general opinion that the school surpassed 
its previous efforts on Christmas Eve last, 
in the way of tasteful decorations and 
successful celebration in general, The 
younger scholars and members of the 
infant department sang many Christmas 
hymns and chorals with fine effect, and 
acquitted themselves well in recitations, 
A beautiful Christmas tree stood at the side 
of the chancel, bespangled with golden 
stars, crosses, angels, etc. The star of 
Bethlehem was represented and 7 girls 
rang and sang Christmas Bells, The pastor 
and Rev. Klinefelter of the Lutheran 
church made addresses upon the import- 
ance and significance of Christmas cele- 
brations. A collection was lifted for the 
Orphans’ Home at Womelsdorf. Beautiful 
chromo boxes well filled with choice can- 
dies, together with oranges, apples, etc., 
were presented to each member of the 
_ school, numbering 150 in all, Evergreen 
festoons of all descriptions, were used in 
the decorations which were greatly admired 
by allthat saw them. To those at the or- 
gan, taking principal parts in the singing 
and rendering cornet accompaniment are 
to be given credit for the success of this 
Christmas festival of 18387. 


Middleburg, Pa—Christmas was also 
observed by this other Sunday-school and 
congregation of the Greencastle charge. 
140 boxes of choice candies and a like 
number of excellent oranges, etc., were 
distributed to teachers and scholars on 


intendency of P. N. Bumbaugh and Frank 
Myers aided by Secretary D. S. Barnhart 
and faithful helpers the school presents 
a good record for 1887. It was kept open 
all the year with an average attendance 
of 86 members—$8g were raised, one-half 
of which remains in the treasury for be- 
nevolent purposes. 


Akron, O.—Rev. J {B. Shontz, pastor: 
The celebration of Christmas took place on 
Sunday evening. A service interspersed 
with recitations of an appropriate charac- 
ter was used. The singing was the finest 
in the history of the Congregation. Two 
trees, a large white cross with a green vine 
around it, and a profusion of cut lilies at 
the foot resting on a transparent pedestal 
having the inscription, “‘ Christ the True 
Light,” were among the decorations. 


Willow Street Charge, Pa,—Rev. D, W, 
Gerhard, pastor. At Salem or Heller's church 
the Christmas festlval was held on Christ- 
mas Eve. The church was beautifully dec- 
orated with evergreen, suitable sentences 
being placed in prominent places. A ser- 
vice entitled Songs of Adoration was used 
and well rendered. The Superintendent, 
Theodore H. Stauffer read the annual re- 
port from which it appeared that 144 per- 
sons were connected with the school dur- 
ing the pastseason. Many recitations were 
given and an address was made by the 
pastor, Rev. D. W. Gerhard. The service 
was very much enjoyed by the congre- 
gation present. 


At Willow Street the eleven year old 
Reformed congregation held its first Christ- 
mas service with the members of the Sun- 
day-schoolon Christmas evening. In the 
morning the new pastor, Rev. D. W. Ger 
hard preached his introductory sermon; in 
the evening he made an address, anda 
number of recitations were delivered by 
members of the school and the Superin- 
tendent, Mr. George Plantholl also deliver- 
edan address. The occasion was one full 
of interest to the large congregation that 
was present. 


Greensburg, Pa—Second, The Christ- 
mas season was a time of refreshing for 
the Second church. Some evening meet 
ings were held during the week. Saturday 
was graced with a preparatory service. On 
Christmas morning the holy sacrament was 
administered. We were assisted in this 
delightful service by Revs. and Profs. N, 
C. Schafer and Lucian Cort, the former 
preaching a highly instructive and enjoy 
able sermon on the occasion. Eighteen 
were received into church fellowship ; ten 
by confirmation, and eight by certificate. 
The pastor, Rev. S. B. Mase, is hopeful 
and happy in his new field of labor, 


Lenhartsville, Pa—The Sunday-schools 
of the different congregations of this 
charge, Rev. B. Weiss, pastor, celebrated 
Christmas festivals, and enjoyed the ser- 
vices connected therewith very much, 
Young and old were no doubt greatly 
benefited and spiritually enriched. The 
orphans were not forgotten, and the people 
are learning more and more that Christmas 
can be enjoyed rightly only, when they 
give gifts unto the Lord’s poor and needy. 
The pastor also was not forgotten. The 
Blandon congregation sent him a Christ- 
mas present, evening before Christmas, 
amounting to $26.75, for which they have 
his thanks. 


Elizabethtown, Pa.—The Christmas ser- | 


vices of Christ Reformed church and Sun- 
day-school were of an interesting and 
profitable kind this year. In the morning 
the Sunday school attended church and 
the pastur preached an appropriate sermon 
on ‘*The Wholesome Effects of the Birth 
of Christ upon Humanity.” The church 


was tastefully decorated. The Christmas | 


services proper took place, however, in the 
evening when the “ Order of Worship for 
Christmas ’’ was used with the best effect, 
as a large congregation clearly showed. The 


Christmas Eve, Under the efficient super- | birth of Christ as visited by the shepherds, 


was shown by atransparency. The child- | 


ren and members of the Sunday-school 
were favored with the usual gift of choice 
candy. The pastor and his wife each re- 
ceived a handsome gift of money, and 
$16.75 were contributed to the Orphans’ 
Home at Womelsdorf, Pa. 


New Bloomfield, Pa—Rev. W. R.H. 
Deatrick, pastor. The Christmas festival 
was kept, in a becoming manner, in all the 
congregations of the New Bloomfield 
charge. At New Bloomfieldand Newport 
on Christmas Eve, and at St. John’s on 
Christmas afternoon at 2 o’clock. Elder 
F. M. McKeehan had charge of the ser- 
vice at New Bloomfield, and the pastor at 
Newport and St. John’s. In all of the 
churches the decorations were elaborate 
and beautiful. The attendance was large 
in all the churches, and the occasion was 
indeed joyous. 


CHURCH NEWS. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Bedford.—On. December 5th, Juniata 
Classis dissolved the relation existing be- 
tween the charge and its present pastor, and 
dismissed the latter to Lancaster Classis. 
Action to take effect February 1st. On the 
11th the congregation elected to the pastor- 
ate Rev. R. L. Gerhart, Kansas City. On 
the 14th the congregation “ surprised” 
pastor and family, coming with bright 
faces, kind words and tangible expressions 
of their love, and remaining. to spend a 
pleasantevening in social intercourse at 
the parsonage. On the 18th, eighteen 
members were received, as follows: 6 by 
adult baptism ; 10 by confirmation ; two by 
profession, one from the Baptist and one 
from the Roman Catholic Church. On the 
18th the holy communion was enjoyed. 
At this service, as well as in the evening 
and on the preceding day, Rev. I. N, 
Peightel assisted the pastor, His earnest 
sermons, and the precious truths therein 
contained will be long and gratefully re- 
membered by those to whose spiritual 
comfort and strengthhe so ably ministered. 


Manor Station —The pastor of this con- 
gregation, Rev. AE. Truxal recently 
issued a neat little paper called the Church 
Bulletin, which was distributed in the 
Reformed churches in Westmoreland 
county. The paper was devoted to the in- 
terests and needs of the Franklin and 
Marshall College, Lancaster, Pa., together 
with a full statement as to those more prac- 
tical hints and suggestions to the members 
of the churches in carrying forward the 
work of raising funds to advance the ob- 
ject and purposes of the college. 


Columbia.—Trinity Reformed church at 
Columbia, sent forth a little paper previous 
to Christmas season, under the title of 
Trinity Reformed Church Christmas Greet- 
mg conveying the compliments of the 
season to its friends and making known 
such facts concerning the congregation 
which should be known. It is* calculated 
to fulfill its mission. It shows the congre- 
gation to be a working one, an example to 
many in the way of progress and industry. 


Philadelphia.—Bridesburg. Rev. F, B. 
Forster, of Bridesburg, Pa., writes as fol- 
lows, in the Kirchenzettung, ander date of 
December 8th: 

The Emanuel congregation at this place 
recently received an agreeable surprise. 
Christian Schmidt, a member for many 
years, offered his frame house, adjoining 
the parsonage, for the price of $25.00, 
under the conditions that it should forever 
remain the property of the congregation, 
and should bear the name of his recently 
deceased wife, and is therefore now called 
“Juliana House.” At a subsequent col- 
lection, Bio. Schmidt himself contrlbuted 
$25.00, which, together with the balance of 
the contributions, netted the respectable 
sum of $210.00, certainly a beautiful result 
for a congregation consisting mainly of 


workingmen and their families. The’ fact 
that this sum was collected is a source of 
great satisfaction. The annual report 
shows that the minister’s salary was more 
easily raised, and the financial situation on 
a better basis at the close of the year than 
formerly, 


Boguet,—The interest of the Lutheran 
congregation in the old Manor church at 
this place, has been purchased for $927 by 
the Reformed congregation. The Luther- 
an congregation will erect a new edifice 
next spring. 


Spring City.—Rev. L. G. Kremer has en- 
tered upon his duties as pastor of Spring 
City. charge,, succeeding Rev. D. W, 
Ebbert, 

OHIO, 


Wooster—We have been favored with 
a copy of a little paper ealled Reformed 
flerald, issued by the English church of 
Wooster. The pastor, Rev. R. C. Zartman 
being the editor... It is filled with interest- 
ing matter, and isa neat specimen of the 
typographical art. 

Akron.—Rev. J. B. Shontz, pastor. The 
holy communion was observed at this place 
on Christmas morning. Twenty one ad- 
ditions were made to the church, most of 
whom were heads of families. 


Bellevue.—Rev. G, H. Souder has ac- 
cepted.a call to this place and has remov- 
ed to his new field of labor. 


VIRGINIA. 


Meyerhoeffer’s Store. — Rev. A. R. 
Thompson has accepted a call to the pas- 
torate 01 the North River charge, Va.,—a 
part of the charge lately served by Rev. 
B. R. Carnahan. He has already entered 
upon his duties. 

IOWA. 

Imogene.—The Rev, J. F. Butler has ac- 
cepteda call to the Pleasant Valley Mis- 
sion, Jowa, and has already entered upon 
his labors there. 

PERSONAL. 

Rev. Jacob Ziegler and wife, o York, 
Pa., celebrated their go/den wedding on the 
27th ult. 


Clerical. Register. 


The address of Rev. P.S. Davis D.D., 
late Editor-in-Chief of the MESSENGER, is 
gat N. 16th St., Philadelphia. 

The P.O: address of Rev. J. F. Butler 
is changed from Altamont, Ill., to /mogene, 
Fremont county, lowa, 


The P.O. address of Rev. H. Holliger 
after this date is A/Zance, O. 


The P. O. address of Rev. L. G. Kremer 
is changed from Hagerstown, Md., to 
Spring City, Pa. 


Religious Intelligence. 


HOME. 


—Mr. Moody has held a series of very 
successful meetings in Pittsburgh. Many 
conversions are reported. 


—The Protestant Episcopal Church re- 
ports for 1887 437,785 communicants, an 
increase of 19215. There is an increase of 
go clergymen, the total being 3,835. 


—The deed conveying the old Union 
Methodist Episcopal church on the west 
side of Fourth street, south of Arch, Phila- 
delphia, to F. J. Firth for $40,000, has just 
been recorded. 

—-The will of the late David Whitcomb, 
of Worcester, Mass., devises $117,000 for 
religious and educational objects, including 
$25,000 to the American Board and $10,000 
to Amherst College. 

—Of the alleged eight millions of Roman 
Catholics in this country, three millions are 
said to be Germans. Yet of the eleven 
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archbishops and sixty bishops only one 
archbishop and eleven bishops are Ger- 
man, 


—The Lutheran Church, says Zhe Luth- 
eran, is losing many of its young people, 
chiefly on accountof language. They go 
out of the German churches, not into Eng- 
lish Lutheran churches, but into churches 
of other denominations or become worldly. 


—More than one hundred leading mem- 
bers of the Orthodox Society of Friends 
have just held a series of meetings extend- 
ing more than a week in Baltimore. Seven 
ministers were present from Great Britain 
and Ireland, and there were many attend- 
ants from Maryland, Virginia and Penn- 
sylvania, 


—Growing out of the Evangelical Alli- 
ance Conference at Washington is the sug- 
gestion from the officers of the Alliance 
that in each city, town and neighborhood, 
pastors of all denominations, and such lay- 
men as they may select, be invited to meet 


and carefully study the needs and problems | 


of their special locality. This may include 
such organized visitation as shall give a 
certain knowledge of those who do not at- 
tend religious services, and, as far as pos- 
sible, the reasons which kept them away. 
It is suggested that these organizations be 
permanent. 


—The Baltimore Presbytery, of the 
Northern Presbyterian Church, had an in- 
teresting discussion recently on the duty of 
the Church to the Negro. Some of the 
speakers thought the money raised for the 
freedmen ought to be sent to the Southern 
Church, a colored member complained of 
discrimination in the Presbytery against 
the colored man, another speaker wanted 
the Freedmen’s Board abolished, and va- 
rious other views were presented. . Resolu- 
tions were adopted designed to secure in- 
creased subscriptions for the Freedmen’s 
Board and enlist the women of the church 
on behalf of colored women. 


FOREIGN. 

—Eighty years ago society in Turkey 
forbade women to learn to read. The Sul- 
tan has now started schools for women. 
See what Christianity is doing. 


—As was expected, the Synod of the In- | 


dependent Reformed Church of Neuchatel 
has chosen pastor G. Godet to succeed his 
esteemed father, Dr. Godet, as Professor of 
Exegesis at the Theological Faculty, 


—In Holland eighty Calvinistic Re- 
formed congregations, and also large num- 
bers in about eighty congregations have 
left the State Church of Holland because 
of its tendency towards rationalism. 


—The Baptists are making rapid pro- 
gress in Russia. Their views respecting 
baptism are quite acceptable. Russian offi- 
cers and people are reported as saying: 
‘These Baptists are all right, because their 
baptism is not sprinkling, but immersion.” 


—The Pope's jubilee began December 
31st with the reception of the Italian pil- 
grims. On the Ist of January he celebrated 
mass in St. Peter’s, on the 4th and 5th he 
received foreign deputations, and on the 
6th the gifts were displayed with cere- 
monies. 


—In the Hungarian Reformed Church 
28,837 persons were confirmed during the 
past year. It has 3261 mission stations in 
districts and places where the Reformed 
live among those belonging to other 
churches. It also has 2278 elementary 
schools with 202,398, pupils from six to 
twelve years of age. 


—The United Presbyterian Church of 
Scotland reports in Jamaica nineteen or- 
dained European missionaries, eleven or- 
dained native missionaries, six native cate- 
chists, seventy-six native teachers, forty-six 
principal stations, thirty-three out-stations, 
8,796 communicants, sixty-eight day- 
schools with 5.967 scholars, fifty-eight 
Sunday-schools with 6,264 scholars. 


—London is to have, next summer, a 
general Catholic congress of lay and cleri- 
cal delegates from all English-speaking 
countries. Among the topics for discussion 
will be three in chief: ‘The attitude of 
the Church toward education in general; 
whether it is possible to arrange for greater 
co-operation of the laity in the work of the 
Church, and notably what steps should be 
taken for the diffusion of Roman Catholic 
literature among the masses.” 


—Affairs in Europe have again assumed 
a warlike aspect. Germany and Austria 
have taken alarm at the concentration of 
Russian troops along the Austrian frontier. 
Russia, however, explains her action by the 
statement that it is simply a defensive 
measure to preserve the equilibrium of 
forces; that the triple alliance having 
adopted the policy of preserving peace by 
constant preparations for war, the neces- 
sity is forced upon neighboring govern- 
ments to do likewise. The whole affair, 
therefore, is a striking illustration of the 
expense, the weakness and instability of a 
heavily-armed neutrality. 


—-The Reformed Church of Alsace-Lor- 
rain has five consistories, twenty-nine par- 
ishes, forty-five stations, thirty-six pastors, 
and 51,000 souls. It also has six points of 
evangelization at Avricourt Chateau, Salins, 
Diedenhofen, Hagengen, Laxemborn and 
Bixheim. According to the census of 1885 
there were in the Prussian states 15,385,946 
adherents to the United or Evangelical 
Church, 2,480,184 Lutherans, 378,275- Re- 
formed; together, 18,244,405, over against 
9,621,763 Catholics, 82,030 other churches, 
366,575 Jews, 149 members of other faiths, 
and 3548 without any preference. The 
total number of inhabitants is 28,318,470. 


News of the Day. - 


HOME. 

—The President’s New Year's Reception 
last Monday was‘a great Success. © ~~" 

—The strike on the Reading Railroad 
and in the colleries has assumed gigantic 
proportions. 

—The new hotel Walton, at Broad and 
Brown streets, this city, bought and fitted 
up by John Wanamaker, for a home for 
his female employees, was formally open- 
ed by a reception on Monday afternoon. 

—The report of the Board of City Trusts 
for 1887 states that there are 1,380 pupils 
in the Girard College and 200 in the list of 
applicants. The total capital of the resi- 
duary fund is $10,831,720,22; of the Todd 
legacy fund, $51,200. The gross receipts of 
the estate were $1,156,631.70. 

FOREIGN. 
—There has been an earthquake shock 


throughout Mexico. Some houses were 
badly shaken, but no lives were lost. 


—The Crown Prince of Germany’s con- 
dition still continues the same. He is still 
in Italy, and will continue there all winter. 


—Vienna, Jan. 3d.—Official declarations 
of a decidedly pacific character are expect- 
ed at an early date. Colonel Zuleff, who 
has returned to his duties as military attache 
to the Russian embassy, says he found the 
Czar absolutely opposed to war. 
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STRUCK BLIND. 


The Deadly Poison that Blighted the Optic 
Nerve. 


Rochester Union and Advertiser. 
Our reporter was very much struck with 


| a conversation between two well-known 
| Citizens, a short timeago. 


“TI notice you wear very strong eye- 
glasses.” 

“Yes, yes, 1 am a perfect slave to my 
goggles. Itis hard for me to understand 
why one’s sight fails when all other facul- 
ties appear to be in good condition. Even 
the young appear to lose their eyesight,” 

‘TJ question very much the theory and 
the old notion that poor light, fine print, 
etc., is responsible for it.” 


“Ttis well you may. If you consult an 
oculist for eye treatment, you will find he 
is almost sure to analyze the fluids passed 
before he will commence treatment; one 
oncetold me that over half of the failing 
eysight was attributable to disease of the 
kidneys, because of their inability to expel 
the uric acid from the system.” 


“« How is that? ’ 

“T do not know. He claimed that fail- 
ing eyesight was one of the most promi- 
nent symptoms of advanced kidney and 
Bright s disease.” 

Becoming more interested, our reporter 
thought he would carry investigations still 
further, and called upon an institution 
where several promient physicians are em- 
ployed, and asked this question: 

.“ Why is it that uric acid or kidney poison 
affects the eyes ?”’ 

One of them answered, ‘‘ It is one of the 
symptoms of kidney disease. The system be- 
comes saturated with uric acid, andasa re- 
sult, the weaker organ is the first to suffer. 
It may be the lungs, heart, brain, or any 
other organ; it generally affects many of 
the other organs, and the person so affect 
edmay call it general debility, or prema- 
ture old age, when in reality it is but the 
effect of uric acid, continually poisoning 
the system, gradually consuming the pa- 
tient. It is for this reason our remedy 
cures so many persons of what are ordina- 
rily cailed diseases, which in fact are only 
symptéms. We cure the cause, and the 
cause cures the effect.” 

‘““Then you cure blindness, do you?” 

“T will say yes, if you wish to put it as 
broad as that, and yet we are not entitled 
to the credit. When we restore the kid- 
neys to health, they in turn restore the fail- 
ing eysight. 
neys to a healthy action, and they cause 
the cure, and so it is with many of the dis 
eases that we cure, which in reality are but 
symptoms. For instance: N.S. Sparks, of 
Rochester, says, ‘‘I had lost the use of one 
eye, and the other was rapidly failing, 
caused by impurity of the “blood. I took 
Warners safe cure to purify my blood. 
Hardly expected it to restore my eysight, 
but ithasdone so.” - 

W. A. Bargy, of this city, says, ‘‘ My lit- 
tle daughter, seven years old, complained 
some two years since of inability to see, 
and we noticed that she stumbled over 
things while walking about the house. I 
looked at her eyes and found them almost 
white. This so alarmed me that I consulted 
a physician, who said it would be neces 
sary tohave an operation performed upon 
them, To this I could not consent, but 
allowed him to give her several treatments. 
She grew worse and wasted toa mere skel- 
eton, until a doctor more honest than the 
rest, advised Warner's safe cure, and we 
began its use. I noticed improvement at 
once, and gradually she regained her 
health.’ 

Mrs. Emma A. Densmore, Washington, 
D. C., had her eyesight suddenly fail her, 
so she was unable, as she says, to read 
even the largest print, or recognize friends 
onthestreet. After a few bottles of War- 
ner’s safe cure, her eyesight began to re- 
turn, and, continuing its use, she was com- 
pletely restored. 

Uric acid has a special liking for the 
optic nerve, and it is no.uncommgn thing 
for the eyesight to begin to fail as the kid- 


ney disorder advances, while the other | 
organs remain in apparent good health for 


a longer period; or until there isa general 
giving way of the system. Then phy- 
sicians blandly pronounce the malady 
general debility, or call a symptom a 
disease, that was the most prominent be- 
fore death claimed its victim. They may 
call it apoplexy, paralysis, consumption, 
pneumonia. blood poisoning, impoverished 
blood, malaria, rheumatism, pleurisy ; nev- 
ertheless it is a kidney disease, all the same, 
under another name. 

“ Why all this deception ?”’ 

‘Because the so-called medical fraternity 
have no preparations that can cure kidney 
disease, especially when it has become ad- 
vanced, and they are ashamed to acknowl- 
edge it, and many of them are too hide- 
bound to their code to use a prescription 
and a specific for the kidneys because it is 
advertised, and the proprietors refuse to 
expose their formula. That is exactly as 
it is, in as few words as I can give it. 

‘“Thanks. You have no objections to 
my publishing this interview.” - 

**None, whatever. We haye no secrets 
here except our formula.” 


‘ 


Our remedy restores the kid- 


For the buyer a hundred eyes are too 
few, for the seller one is enough. 


THE GARDEN. 


For the management of vegetable gard- 
ens and practical instructions concerning 
the culture of flowers—for hints and in- 
formation concerning all kinds of seeds, 
planting and cultivating all vegetables and 
flowers, D. M. Ferry & Co’s Seed Annual 
for 1888 will be found as complete as any 
work of a similar character ever issued. 
The variety and extraordinary range of the 
information given renders their Annual 
worthy the special attention of every one 
interested in having luscious vegetables or 
beautiful flowers. D.. M. Ferry & Co. 
make the growing and sale of Onion Seed 
a leading specialty, and give so much in- 
formation on onion culture as to make their 
Annual of permanent value to all onion 
growers and gardeners. The Annual can 
be had for the asking. Address D. M. 
Ferry & Co., Detroit, Mich. 


What it is cracked up te be: Oatmeal- 
—U. S. Dairyman, 


BROWN’S BRONCHIAL TROCHES 


Contain ingredients which act specially 
on the organs ofthe voice. They have an 
extraordinary efficacy in all affections of 
{the Throat, caused by cold or. over-exer- 
| tion of the voice. They arerecommended 
to Singers and Public Speakers, and all 
who, at any time, have a cough or trouble 
with the throat or lungs. ‘I recommend 
their use to public speakers.”—Rey. E, H. 
Chapin. ‘ Pre-eminently the best.” Rev- 
Henry Ward Beecher. 


the front steps last night?’ Daughter, 
** About what part of the evening, ma?” : 


“It’s only a question of time,” and a 
short time, too, as to when yourrheumatism 
will yield to Hood’s Sarsaparilla. Try this 
medicine now. 
will cure you. 


No wind can do him any good whosteers 
for no port. : ; } 


BURLINGTON ROUTE FAST TRAINS, _ 


‘* The Burlington’s Number One” leaves 
Chicago at noon every day; arrives at 
Omaha the next morning, and at Denver 
the next evening- This is the only train 
by which you can go from Chicago to Den- 
ver without being two nights on the road. 

Its daily fast train for Kansas City, St. 
Joseph and Atchison leaves Chicago in the 
afternoon, arriving in Kansas City the next 
morning. 

This is the pioneer fast train between 
Chicago and Kansas City. 

Its second Omaha fast daily train leaves 
Chicago in the afternoon, arriving at 
Omaha and Council Bluffs the next fore- 
noon. 

This second Omaha fast train runs 
| through to Denver, and both it and the fast 
train for Kansas City, make direct con- 
nection with trains arriving at Peoria in 
|the evening from Columbia, Indianapolis 

and all points East. See that your ticket 
|reads via the C.B. &Q. R.R. It can be 
obtained of any coupon ticket agent of its 
own or connecting lines, or by addressing 
PauL Morton, General Passenger and 
Ticket Agent, Chicago. 


The richest. man carries nothing away 
with him but a shroud. 
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Skin & Scalp 
ESTORED 
' 3 x by thes 


CuricurRa 
Remedies. 


OTHING IS KNOWN TO SCIENCE AT ALL 
comparable to the Curicura Remepigs im their 

; marvelous properties of cleansing, purifying and ufy- 

ing the skin and in curing torturing, disfiguring, ieee, 

i scaly and pimply diseases of the skin, scalp and 

with loss of hair. 

Curticura, the great Skin Cure, and Curicuza Soap, 
an exquisite Skin Beautfier, prepared from it, external- 
ly, and Currcura ResoLvent, the new Blood Pure 

of skin and 
I Rez- 


internally, are a positive cure for every form 
blood disease; from pimples to peat +f Curicura Rz 
MEDIE* are absolutely pure and the only infallible skin 
beautifiers and blood purifiers. ? "a 
Sold everywhere. Price, CuricurA, 50c. ; REsOLVzNT, 
$1; Soap, 25¢. Prepared by the Potrer UruG anv 
Cuemica: Co., Boston, Mass. ie a 
&a@-Send for ‘‘ How to Cure Skin 


Hands 


+ 
Diseases.”” 


Soft.as dove’s down, and as white, by using 
CUTILCURA MEDICATED SOAP. 


It has cured others, and 


Mother, “ Janet, did William kiss you on " 


, tirely relieved.” 


JANUARY 4, 1888.] 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. 
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PHILADELPHIA MARKETS. 


WHOLESALE PRICES. 
Tuesday, January 3, 1888. 


BREADSTUFFS.—Flour. Supers, $2.75@3: win- 
ter extra, $3@3.25; Pennsylvania, family, $3-75@3.87;; 
Pennsylvania, roller process, $4@4.25; Western winter, 
clears, $4@4.25; do. straight, $420@4.50; do. patent, 
$4.40@4 75 ; Rye Flour, $3.40 per bar. 

WHEAT.—We quote No. 2 red in export elevator 
at 87l4c. January, 88c.; February, 894c; March, 
gtlke. 

nel —Sales of 1200 bushels. No. 2 yellow on track 
at 75c.; Jinuary, at 52}4c.; February, at 58c.; March, 
at 5ge. 

OATS.—Sales of 1 car rejected white at 36c.; x car 
No. 3 white at 38 4c.;1 car do at 38c.; January, 4oc., 
February, 4054c.; March, 41c. 

PROVISIONS. — We quote Mess Pork at $16@ 
16.50; family Pork, at $16@17.00; shoulders in salt, 
644@654c. ; do. smoked, 7¢.; breakfast bacon, 1o@r1¢.; 
Loose tutchers’ Lard, 7@7%{c.; prime steam do, 
$8.09 ; city refined do., 8%{c. as to quality. Beef 
Hams, $17.50@1850; smoked beef, 12@13c., sweet- 
Pickled hams, 10@ric.; as to averages; city family 
beef, 39@9.50 B bar. City Tallow in hogsheads, 43éc. 

POULTRY.—We quote live chickens, [7@8c.; 
Turkeys, 1o@11c; Dressed chickens, dry picked roast- 
ing stock, 1o@11¢.; dressed Turkeys, r2c. 

-EGGS.—Wesiern at 24c., and Pennsylvania, ard 
near-by brands, 25c. 

BUTTER.—We quote creamery extra, 29@3o0c.; do. 
fair Zco prime, 24@-8c.; creamery prints, 32c.; do. fair 
to prime, z29@31c. 

CHEESE.—We quote New York full-cream fancy, 


live 


iz4%c., do. do. prime to choice 1134@u12c.; Ohio 
fiats, fancy, 1134c. 

REFINED SUGARS.—Powdered, 744@7%¢5 gran- 
ulated, 67%c.; Crown A. 7\4c 
tioner’s A. 6}4c. 

COTTON.—10%c. for middiing uplands. 

HAY AND STRAW.—We quote Timothy, choice, 
at $15; do.,fair to good, $12@14; Rye Straw, $17 for 
straight without wood. 

FEED.—We quote 1 car prime Winter Bran at $20.75 
@z21.50 per ton. 

PETROLEUM.—7c. for 7o Abel test in barrels, 
and 9c. for rro test in plain cases. 


HOW SOME LIVES HAVE BEEN EXTENDED. 


Ina physician’s office in Philadelphia 
are filed numerous letters with expressions 
like these : 

“ My mother and self have been greatly 
benefited by the use of your Compound 
Oxygen. It has undoubtedly preserved 
and prolonged her life these two years 


past.” “J have improved in health using 
your Compound Oxygen. Iean ride with- 
Sout miach fatigue. As lam inmy eightieth 


year, | suppose I cannot expect to be en- 
“Tt has almost made a 
new man of meat _nearly three-score and 
ten.” “I will be‘eighty-two years old the 
fifth day of next November. The dropsy 
has left me, and my legs are all right. 
Every onethat sees me says, ‘How well 
you look! I tell them Compound Oxygen 
saved my life and cured me.’ For a full 
explanation of how such marvels are pos- 
sible, write for brochure, which they send 
free, to Drs. Starkey & Palen, 1529 Arch 
street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


As the twig is bent the tree’s inclined. 


Health is impossible when the blood is 
impure, thick, and sluggish, or when it is 
thin and impoverished. Such conditions 
give rise to boils, pimples, headaches, neu- 
ralgia, rheumatism, and other disorders 
Ayer’s Sarsanarilla purifies, invigorates, 
and vitalizes the blood. 


One knows not from whom he gathe's. 


.; crystal A. 6%c.; contec- 


“GHOIGE CARPETINGS 


AMERICAN FIRE 
INSURANCE co. 


Hood’s Sarsaparilla 


Is a peculiar medicine. It is carefully prepared 
from Sarsaparilla, Dandelion, Mandrake, Dock, 
Pipsissewa, Juniper Berries, and other well- 
known and valuable yegetable remedies, by a 
peculiar combination, proportion and process, 
giving to Hood’s Sarsaparilla curative power not 
possessed by other medicines. It effects remark- 
able cures where other preparations fail. 


. 
Hood’s Sarsaparilla 
Is the best blood purifier before the public. It 
eradicates every impurity, and cures Scrofula, 
Salt Rheum, Boils, Pimples, all Humors, Dys- 
pepsia, Biliousness, Sick Headache, Indigestion, 
General Debility, Catarrh, Rheumatism, Kidney 
and Liver Complaints, overcomes that tired feel- 
ing, creates an appetite, and builds up the system. 


Hood’s Sarsaparilla 


Has met peculiar and unparalleled success at 
home. Such has become its popularity in Lowell, 
Mass., where it is made, that whole neighbor- 
hoods are taking it at the same time. Lowell 
druggists sell more of Hood’s Sarsaparilla than 
of all other sarsaparillas or blood purifiers, 
Sold by druggists. $1; sixfor $5. Prepared only by 
C. I. HOOD & CO., Apothecaries, Lowell, Mass, 


{GO Doses One Dollar 


COMMON-SENSE CATARRH CURE 
89 Euclid Ave, Cleveland, 0. = 


Is really Common-Sense, 
Simple & Rational. Medi- 
cating diseased parts hours 
at a time & cures Catarrh, 
Laryngitis, Bronchitis, 

Asthma, Hay Fever, Ul- 
cerated Nose and Throat. 
Send for Treatise,Question 
Blank and Testimonials 
free. 
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Office in Company’s Building. 


308 and 310 WALNUT STREET. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


Cash Capital, - $ 500,000 00 
Reserve for Re-insurance and all other 
1,248,984 44 


claims. 
Surplus over all liabilities . 552,874, 22 


= =e @ 2 o 


Total Assets Jan. 1, 1887, $2,301,858 66. 


DIRECTORS 
Ta pierced Alexander Biddle, 
John T. Lewis, Charles P. Perot, 
Israel Morris, Jos. E. Gillingham. 
Pemberton S. Hutchinson, Samuel Welsh, Jr, 
Chas. S. Whelen. 


THOS H. MONTGOMERY. President. 
RICHARD MARIS, Secretary, 


/ FARMILOANS 


Secunsty FIRST MORTGAGES. 
iE ppp INTEREST to INVESTORS 
Z 


(Xl GOVERNMENT 
BONDS 


Interest payable Semi-Annu- 

ally, at office or bank of mortgages. 
13 years’ experience, and Never Lost a Dol- 
lar for auy customer. Best of references given as to 
ability, integrity, and financial standing. Write for cit- 
culars and particulars. Address, 


‘Lebold, Fisher & C0, “abitene, Kane. 


Abilene, Kans. 


By permission we referto Rev. T, F. Stauffer, Pastor 
Reformed church, Abilene, Kansas, and Rey. D. B. 
Shuey, Emporia, Kansas, Supt. of Missions, also Rev. M. 
Valentine, D.D. , Gettysburg, Pa. 


Western Farm Mortgages. 


Investors will find it safe and profitable to cerrespond 
with J. H. BEALTY, Garnett, Kansas. 10 years ex- 
perience in selecting Western securities. Nothing but 
Gilt Edge Securities taken. Not a dollar lost in the ro 
years. Reference— Bank of Garnett. 


IN ALL GRADES, 


AT POPULAR PRICES, 


A full lineof CUR OWN MANU- 
FACTURE and Standard Domes- 
tic and Imported Carpets. 

a> We request only an OPPOR- 
TUNITY to show you our stock. 


IVINS, DIETZ & MAGEE. 


NEW STORE, ° 
1217 Market Street, 


PHILADELPHIA. 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 
No. 1340 CHESTNUT Si? REET. 


JARVIS-CONKLIN 


MORTGAGE TRUST CO. 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI. 


Specimen 
Book of 

type. 

cuts, &e., 


CIRCULAR FEEF. 
Ifyou wantto 


= make a present to a § 
= boy thereis nothing lu cts. 
-so usefulasa good 3 


RINTING @RESS. 


Neithereutslikea knife,makes Ea Address 
a noise like a gun, nor upsets JOS. WATSON, 


like a bicycle, but educates as Capital paid up $1,000,000 
eg well d f i9 Murray St. 3 > ’ : 
- Deh wustaarl ofexpense. NEW YORE. Surplus = i 00, 000. 


Reserve Lisbility, 1.000.600, 


Offers its 6 Per Cent. Debenture Bonds of $500, 
$1,000, and $5,0U0, running to years, to Trustees, 
Guardians and Individual Investors. Se- 
cured by First Mortgages on Real Estate worth three 
times the amount of the loan, and held by the Mer= 
cantile Trast Company of New York, Trus- 
tee. Secured also by the entire paid-up capital of $1,- 
00,000 
It also offers Guaranteed Six Per Cent. first 
mortgages on Kansas City business property and im- 
proved farms in KANSAS and MISSOURL 
Call at office or write ier full particulars to 
JARVIS-CONKLIN MORTGAGE TRUST CO., 
New York City, 239 Broadway. 
Providence, 1, 27 Custom House St. 
Philadelphia, Pa , 144 South eth St. 
London, England, 95 Gresham St. 


Gaui fable 


MORTGAGE COMPANY. 


Capuai Subscribed, S<¢,000,000 
Paid in (Cash), 1,000,000 


DEBENTURES 


Bearing 6 per.cent., running ten years, and based exclu- 
sively upon Western Farm Mortgages, held in trust 


PARIS and MWiILLSSOLD 
and exchai Free Catalogues, 
R.B.CHAFFING GO-;Ricamons, Vs 


VIRGINIA 
t This can always 


< Delicious COFFEE 1 be obtained from 
Hen $ Ol Dutch Java oe 


SCHOOLNEW OCR WORN 
BOOKS copy gece ea we wil make 
NEW »ORK 
WANTE Clearing House, 
No. 66 and 68 Duane St. 
: OOD SENSE” 
are sold by all Leading Retail Stores. Ask for them 
CLEANED for two 
aaa ogee ae 


Send list, giving condition, and date of 
school Book 
CORDED CORSET WAISTS 
Avenue? 


N EXCELLENT MEDICINE—Tarranut's 
Effervescent Seltzer Aperient 1s the safest and m st 
reliable remedy for Sick Headache, Dyspepsia, Billi us- 
mess, Liver Complaints and Constipation. Recom- 
mended by physicians and sold by cruggists everywhere. 


MOORISH GIRL A BHAUTIFUL 


Colored Picture 


Sent to any address on receipt of SIX CENTS. - The 
ATHLOPHOROS CO. 112 Wali St., N. York. 


| See P Rasp’y.““Johnston’s Sweet.” Supe- 
BL Ack Tior in sweetness and for market or evap- 
orating. R-.JOHNSTON Shortsvilie,Ont.Co.N.¥ 
Bird Mannast case Birds. Sold by Dru 
iPaekage o! Fronefield’s Cattle r 
REK Horses, Cattle and Poultry. The best made 
FRONEEIELD, 346 Dillwyn St.. Phila.. Pa 


MeShane Bell Foundry 


Finest Crade of Bells, 
Crmes axp Peats for CHURCHES, &¢. 
Send for Price and Catalegue. ‘Audxens 

H. McSHANE & CO., | 
emu Mention this Safer. Baltimore, Mé@ 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 


Bells ef Pure Cepper and Tin fer Se RK 
hoois, Fire Alarms,Farms, etc. FULL 
ARRANTED. Catslogue sent Free. 


VANDUZEN & TIFT, Cincinnati,O. | 


HURGH AND PARLOR FURNITURE : 
MANUFACTURES BY 


BAXTER C. SWAN, 244 S. 2d St., Phila | 


Fuany Selections,’Scrap Picture, etc., and u'ce | 
390 Sample Cards for :c: Hilt Pub. to., Cadiz, VU. } 


400000 


| maland Wate t Hondekespa a4 Sample 
will RESTORE THE SONG | | copies free, CURTIS PUB. CO., Phila., Pa. 


| Agents wanted. Price $2.50. 


by the American Loan and Trust Company of New 
York for.the benefit of the bondholders. Their safety, 
time to run,and rate of interest make them the mo-t 
desirable. investment now offered. Also 
Guarauteed Farm Mortgages. 
OFFICES. 
N. YORK, 208 B’way. | PHILADA., rr2 S. 4th St. 
BOSTON, 28 Court St. | KANSAS CITY, 7th & Del. St. 
SEND FOR PAMPHLET. 


MENEELY & COMPANY 
_West Troy, N. Y., Bells 


For Churches, Schools, ete., also Chimes 


anc Peals. For more than half a century 
noted te: superiority over all others. 


f= to SS A DAY. Samples worth $1.50, FREE. 
Lines not under the horses feet. Write Brews- 
tTer’s Sarety Retn Hotper Co, Holly, Mich 


$5 


The largest cireulation of any 
pore in_ che world. “The 
Ladies* Home Jour- A 
— President — 


Senator JOHN J. INGALLS, 


Funniest Book Yet! 


: Sells like Hot Cakes. 
Hvussarp Bros., Phila 


-AT= 


“Ss 


OF ATCHISON, KANSAS. 
& omrers guaranteed Farm Bonds, of 
Eastern Kansas, semi-annual interest 
coupons payable at the Chatham Natt 
Bank, New York; send for pampaiet to 
GENERAL EASTERN OFFICE, 


snl Whiskey Ham 
itscuredathome with 
out pain, Sook of par- 
ticulars sent FREE. 


| GE B. 6M. WOOLLEY. M.D. 


ay cence Cea te ta, Ga. Office ©)¢ Whitehall St 


equal to ox 187 Broadway, New York. 
$409 suva MAO LEE Fran s:200 RK. MM. MANLEYX, Gen'l Mer. 


4PIPE: 


niADy of the finest and for parlor. schoel: 


TS Gsniere ee ORGAN D iinpenstown,a: 

SEEDS AND IMPLEMENTS.  enten | DAY SEWED SHOE STORE 
D. LANDRETH & SON, RIGHTH. |-RUBBER. SHOES-— 

21 & 23 Seuth 6th St., Philvda— ‘HELADAL | FIRST QUAIMTY | — ONLY. 
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CRATEFUL—COMFORTINC. 


EPPS'S COCOA 


BREAKFAST. 


“By athorough knowledge of the natural laws which 
govern the operations of digestion and nutrition, and bya 
careful a be ae of the fine properties of well-selected 
Cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided our breakfast tables witha 
delicately flavored beverage which may save us many 
heavy doctors’ bills. It is by the judicious use of such ar- 
ticles of diet that a constitution may be gradually built up 
until oe aaa th to resist every tendency to disease. 
Handreds of subtle maladies are floating around us ready 
to attack wherever there is a weak point. We_ may 
escape many a fatal shaft by keeping ourselves well for- 

tified with pure blood anda properly nourished frame.” 
—“Civil Service Gazette, 

_ Made simply with boiling water or milk. Sold only 
in hali-pound tins, by Grocers, labelled thus: 


JAMES EPPS & co., 
Homceopathic Chemists, London,’ England. 


BAKER’S 


Breakfast Cocaa. 


= Warranted absolutely pure 
Cocoa, from which the excess of 
Oil has been removed. It has three 
times the strength of Cocoa mixed 
with Starch, Arrowroot or Sugar, 
and is therefore far more economi- 
cal, costing less than one cent @ 
} cup. It is delicious, nourishing, 
strengthening, easily digested, and 
h admirably adapted for invalids as 
<2 well as for persons in health. 

~ Sold by Grocers rrocers everywhere. 


V. BARER & CO., Dorchester, Mass. 


1888. | { 1888. | 
esoN HELRE 
PERIODICALS 
SUN DAY-SCHOOLS, 


PUBLISHDD BY THE 


i 


The REAL ESTATE TRUST CO. | Reformed Church Publication House, 


907 ARCH STREET, PHILA. 


GUARDIAN. 


A Monthly Magazine for Young Men and Women and 
for Sunday-school Teachers. The Sunday school has a 
special department, in which are the Lessons and 
Comments, or Notes, for use of Teachers. A valu- 
able assistant in the study and teaching of the Sunday- 
school .Lesson from the Reformed standpeint. 


Rev. H,. M. KIEFFER, A M., Editor. 


Single Copy, $125 per year. Over 5 copies 
to one address, Si per copy, one year. 


SCHOLAR’S QUARTERLY. 


The Sunday school scholar’s assistant in the study of 
the Lessons, containing the Lessons and Com-= 
ments, or Notes, for the Scholars. Issued quarterly; 


fonr numbers a year. 


One No.,5cts. Single copy, one year, 20 ots. 
Over 5 copies to one address, 15 cts. 
each, one year. 


ADVANCED LESSON PAPERS, 


$6 00 a hundred, per year. 


PRIMARY LESSON PAPERS. 


FOR THE SMALLFR SCHOLARS. 


Illustrated. $7.80 a hundred, per year. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TREASURY. 


An illusttated Paper. IssuedSemi-Monthly. Adapt- 
ed to the wants of advanced scholars. 


Rev. R, L GERHART, Editor. 


Single copy, 25 cts. perryear. Over 5 copies 
to oneaddress, 20 ets.a copy, per year. 


THE 


REFORMED MISSIONARY HERALD. 


In the Interests of Missions. For the Homes and 


Sunday-schools. 
Rev. A. C. WHITMER, Editor. 
Single copy,25 cts. Over5S coples to one ad~= 
dress, 20 cis. a copy, per year. 


SUNSHINE. 


An Tlmstrated Paper for the Little Folks. 


Issued Weekly. Single copy, 35 cts. per year, 


Over 5 copies, 25 cts. a copy, per year. 


‘All Saiscrigtions to be Paid in Advance. 


ALL SENT POSTAGE PAID. 


| Specime n Copies sent on Application. 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. 


[JANUARY 4, 1888.- 


WANAMAKER’S 


Puitapevenia, Jan. 2, 1888. 


Ir you CAN’r COME TO THE STORE, SEND BY MAIL 
for anything you want, samples or goods. 


At tHE Dress Goops COUNTERS, HUNDREDS OF 
seasonable, desirable stuffs. F 

The unpretentious, every day goods, which for a 
month past have been put into the background at many 
counters, are now coming to their own again, With 
them come many things that the great Festival has 
crowded out of thought; things that you will be glad to 
find within your easy reach. 

Look about and look about, there’s plenty to see. 
The Store is like a river at the foot of a mountain 
down whose sides a score of steady srreams are 
pouring. While the outlet is into the ocean of 
people, the daily inletting keeps everything full and 
fresh. 


A Surprisz IN BLANKETS. ABOUT THE BIGGEST 
Blanket we have is 84x90 inches—844 pounds of it. 
One of the best and prettiest Blankets we ever sold at 
$xoa pair. To-day you shall have them at $8.50 a pair; 
alittle smaller (78x86 inches), and alittle lighter (7% 
pounds), $7.50. 

Another of the Blanket surprises. Seven pounds of 
wool—no, there is maybe half a pound of cotton warp 
in it. $4.25 for a pair. 

And so on through all our Blankets from baby’s crib 
size ($1.35 to $4.50), toa thick fleecy “California” or 
“North Star” ($12 to $38 50). 


WHOEVER WANTS TO KNOW WHAT GOOD JUDGES THINK 
of the just-out Books, and at the same time learn the 
least the Books can be properly sold for, has a direct in- 
terest in Book Ngws. 5¢., 50C, a year. 


Joun WANAMAKER, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


POWDER 


Absolutely Pure. 


This powder never varies. A marvel of purity, 
Strength and wholesomeness. More economical than 
the ordinary kinds, and cannot be sold in competition 
with the multitude of low test, short’ weight, alum or 
phosphate powders. Sold onlyin cans, 


ROYAL BAKING POWDER CO., 106 Wall St., N.Y 


And all defects of speech Permanently Cured 


A number of very bad cases of defective speech c 
by Mr. E, S. Johnston, have come under my notic 
of them daily for 6 weexs, while the cure was ¢ 
effected. In the last case, I have at this date 
knowledge the cure 1emains permanent after 
of more, than a year, No. G. R. McE£ 
Oct. 27th, 1887. Prof. Universi? 4 
For full information, address 
E. S. JOHNSTON, 


Institute: xzth and Spring Garden 
DIAMONDS, 


WATCHES. 
JEWELRY, 


PFAELZER BROS. & CO., 
819-821 Market St., Philadelphia 


KNAI 


PIANO FORTES 


UNEQUALLED IN 


Tone, Touch, Workmanship and Durability. 


WILLIAM KNABE & CO., 
BALTIMORE, 22 and 24 East Baltimore Street. 
New York, 112 Fifth Ave. WAsHINGTON, 817 Market Sq 
F.A. NORTH & CO., 

Sole Agents, 

1308 Chestnut Street, 
PHILADELPHIA, 


4@-CHARLES MITCHELL'S Car 
ing Office—1526 N. 13th St. 

Send us orders. We study to please. Carpets and Furni- 

ture stored, My carpets not cleaned at 21st and Race Sts. 


Dr. JAEGER’S 
SANITARY WOOLEN SYSTEM CO 


OF PHILADELPHIA, 
Solicit inspection of their varied stock of 
UNDERWEAR 


and other garments, including everything for the com- 
plete equipment of men, women and childien, Ex- 
Clusively manufactured and imported by them. 


1104——OHESTNUT STREET—1106 


Catalogue and price list Free. 


t Clean- 


fhie Vahe! '¢ or the Best Qihhan Made. 


WITH A BOTTL E THE DINGEE & CONARD CO's 


LEADING SPECIALTIES. 
Of Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral at hand, 


one may feel comparatively secure 


ALL VARIETIES, SIZES AND PRICES 
f : f : FINE EVER-BLOOMING PERPETUAL 
against the various diseases arising from i 
sudden changes of temperature, ex- 


CLIMBING AND MOSS ROSES, 
NEW AND RARE FLOWER SEEDS, 
posure to drafts and storms, and the 
inclemencies of spring and fall. “Of 


the many preparations before the public 
for the cure of Colds, Coughs,’ Bron- 
chitis, and kindred diseases, there are 
none, within the range of my experience 
and observation, so 


RELIABLE 

as Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral,’”’ writes Thos. 
G. Edwards, M. D., of Blanco, Texas. 

George W. Dick, of Newton, Mass., 
says: ‘‘Two years ago I took a severe 
cold, which, being neglected, was fol- 
lowed by a terrible cough. I lost flesh 
rapidly, had night sweats, and was con- 
fined to my bed. A friend advised the 


Everything sent gsately b. 


We offer Choice NEW THINGS and STERL 


and CHOICEST Varieties of ROSES 


Free. 
20 Years Established. 
DINCEE & CON&RD CO 


Over 6,000,000 PEOPLE USE 


D.M. FERRY &CO, 


are admitted to be tho 

~ Largest Seedsmen 
in the world. 

D. M. FERRY & CO’S 

Ai, Ulustrated, Descrip. 

eae tive and Priced 


use of Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral. I began SEED 
to take this medicine, and, before finish- NANU 
ing the first bottle, was able to sit up. so ie hal eras 


Four bottles effected a perfect cure.” 


Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral, 


Prepared by Dr.J.O. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass. 
Bold by all Druggists, Price $1; six bottles, $6, 


will be mailed FRE? 
§ T0 ALL applicunis, 
a to last sea- 


rit. Invaluable toall. 
‘ 4 Every person using 
Pir ~ Garden, Ficld or Flower 
: SE EDS should send for it 
Address 
D. M. FERRY & CD, 
Detroit, Mich. 


HARDY PLANTS, New Moon Flower,Clematis, Spring 
Bulbs, JAPAN LILIES, New Chrysanthemums, and our 
Wonderful ORNAMENTAL VECETARBLES.. 
mail or express to ai NG 
= Inc 
NOVELTIES ll departments. O 
10u pp., elegantly austtated: deserts Guers Pla A S Wie. ee 
SEEDS 
PLANTS and BULBS, and tells how t¢ grow them 
§2~ If you wish to plant anything, send for it, 
Over 60 Large Greenhouses. 


THE 
ROSE GROWERS. WEST GROVE, Chester Co.. Pa, 


The choice is thus offered between good quality, 
Genuine Scotch goods and domestic imitations of 
the same. With prices in favor of the genuine 
articles. 


Why should you pay $5.00 for a pair of ‘‘Imita- 
tion'Scotch good” Pants when the real articles can 
be had for $3.50, and cur by Thompson's Patent Sys- 
tem, Unequaled for comfort, style, fit. 


PSquaRe 


Again comes‘the‘question: 


such prices ? 

There is no tailoring business in the United States 
to the best of our knowledge), that sells such large 
quantities of English goods as our three houses. 

Tnere is no house in London that has such favor- 
able purchasing powers and opportunities as our 
own London house. 

There are certain reasons we have for wishirg to 
turn over these goods at a bare commission. 


The 
Western Farm Mortgage Trust 
_..Company, _ 


Gitcessers to The Western Farm Mort- 
gage Company, 


Lawrence, Kansas. 


we found ourselves undersellin 


tire clothing trade of the United States. 


Paid-up Capital.........6.065 $500,000.00 
Add’l Stockholders’ liability...... 400,000.00 Hi. . O MI 
Total Guaranty.......... ...$1,000,000.00 


Guaranteed Mortgages. Tailor and Importing Clothier, 


This Company is prepared to offer the most 


» CONSERVATIVE 7 PER CENT. FIRST ¢ PHILADELPHIA. 


Our London Suits, $9.00 
Our Imported Trousers, $3.50 
Our London Overcoats, $17.90 


How does E. O. Thompson sell these excellent goods at 


The result is—Almost before we knew it, 
the’ en-= 


1338 CHESTNUT STREET, 


MORTGAGES, principal and interest guar- 
YM anteed, and its own 6 PER CENT. GOLD 
ENTURES running 10 and 15 years. 
OF REAL ESTATE FIRST MORT- 
on property worth three times amount 
dans, are deposited with, and assigned to 


BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 


Grocers ought to have ition Sale. Ask him for it. 


Its merits asa WASH BLUE have been fully tested 
and indorsed by thousands of housekeepers, ated 


The Musical 1888. 


As the musical NEw YEAR heaves in 
sight, we greet it with the ‘‘sound of Cor- 
net,”’ (or any other musical instrument, for 
all of which OLIVER Ditson & Co. pro- 
vide the very best Instruction Books). 

With the New Year, many new pupils will commence 


tojlearn the Piano; to them and their teachers we com- 
mend 


RICHARDSON’S NEW METHOD 
FOR THE PIANOFORTE, 


a peerless book, which has held the lead for many years, 

and, unaffected by the appearance of otber cndosbeedie 

excellent instructors, still sells like a new book. Price $3. 

CHILDREN’S DIADEM (30 cts., $3 per doz) is 
filled with happy and beautiful Sunday School Songs, 
and is one of the best of itsclass. The newest book. 

UNITED VOICES (50 cts., $4.80 per doz.) furnishes 
abundance of the best Scheol Songs for a whole year. 
The newest book. 


Books that sell everywhere andall the time: 


College Songs (50 cents), War Songs (so cents). Jubi- 
lee ava Plantation Songs (30 cents). Minstrel Songs, 
new and old, $2. Good Old Songs We Used to 
Sing, $1. 


KINKEL’S COPY BOOK (75 cents) with the Ele- 
meuts and exercises to be written, is a useful book 
joc teachers and scholars, 


Lny Book Mailed for Retail Price. 


Oliver Ditson & Co., Boston. 
J. E. Ditson & Co., 1228\Chestnut St., Phila. 


te re OWELLING 


FINISHED IwBRONZE AND POL- 
ISHED BRASS. COLORS TO 
MATCH FURNITURE.(_ MADE 
TO EXTEND TO TABLE WHEN 
iN USE. Perfectly Safe, - 
SEND FOR DESIGNS, FREE, 


A. J. WEIDENER 


ANN S 
To those who are using the ESTEY ORGAN no 


PIANO is just as thorouahix. made, aud is 
guaranteed to give as goo 

Organ has. If you wanta piano, yourun N@ RiSkK 
in buyingan Hstey. Very low for cash, or on easy 
monthly payme 


BSTEY,BRUCEGCO, Asien 


PERFECTED OXYGEN 


Entirely Different. Greatest Improvement. 
Its success is unprecedented. Gained greater 
popularity at home in three months, without ad- — 
vertising, than all other Oxygen Treatments 
combined after twenty years of advertising. For 
Consumption, Catarrh, Hay Fever, Asthma, 
Throat Troubles, Dyspepsia, Rheumatism, Ner- 
vous Prostrationand General Debility. Purifies 
and Enriches the Blood. Home Treatment 


shipped all over the world. Interesting letters 
from prominent patients showing its great su- 
periority, and Treatise Free by Mall. 

WALTER C. BROWNING, M. D., 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


1235 Arch Street, « 


WILTBERGER, Prop., #32 N. 2d St., Phila., Pa. 
_merican Loan & Trust Company, New York, i 5 
as special security for each $100,000 Debentures 
issued and so certified to by the President of 
the American Loan & Trust Company. 


Gold Debentures. 


These Debentures are the direct obligation of 
the Company, backed. by its half million 
capital and all its assets, Interest semi- 
annual. Principal and Interest payable at 
the Third Nat. Bank of New York. Over 2,300 
investors can testify to their entire satis- 


e pub- 
ed, to 


faction with these securities. _ 
= §. 0, THacHER, Pres. Nat. Bank, Lawrence, 
President. 


G. W. E. GrirrrrH, Pres. Merchants’ Nat. 
Bank, Lawrence, V. P. and General Manager. 

P. E. Emery, 2d Vice-Pres. and Auditor. 

L. H. Perxins, Secretary. 

B. A. AMBLER, Treasurer. 


New Yor« Orricr—137 Broadway, 
C. C. Hine & Son, Agents. 
ALBANY, N. Y. OrricE—Tweddle Building, 
: M. V. B. Bull & Co., Agents. 
Boston Orrice—34 School Street, 
u M. D. Brooks, Agent. 
PHILADELPHIA OFFICE—102 South 4th Street, 
Frank Skinner, Agent. 
¥ull information, with list of Directors, 
references, etc., furnished on application. 


L. H. PERKINS, Secretary, . 
eg LAWRENCE, KAN. 


ST. PAUL, MINN. 


AND HALF PROFITS INVESTMENT 

Contracts. I take money to be invested 

oO in Real Estate, and give’ InvestmentCon- 

tracts” therefor, by which I agree to use 

my best judgment, buy on the lowest and best 

terms possible, look after the property, pay taxes 

and assessments, take all tilles in the name of the 

investor, sell to best advantage, and when the deal 

is closed the investor 8 rst receive all of his 

or her money back with interest at 7 per cent. and one hal/ 

(39) the profits, I take the other one-half (34) the profits 

instead of commissions or other compensation, Send for 

copies of my “Investmént Contracts.” After several 

ears’ experience I have never netted the investor less 

13 per cent. Money also loaned on real estate at 7 

cent,.to 8 percent. References furnished on app! 


RUSH B. WHEELER 


During the next ninety days we shall give our customers 8 per cemt. on any money they may send 
us for investments we have for sale. We have on hand First Mortgages and applications for 
money on First Mortgage Loans mostly upon 160 acre farms, amounts ranging from $250 ; 
meee. We have also other Mortgages in amounts of $1,000 to $20,000, at'7 per cent. which 
we offer. 


How much money can you farnish us for these loans? They are A 1 security. 


The stringency in the money market enables us to cut down amounts applied for in each case to an amount that 
is sate beyond a doubt. 
ment!Guide. Remit with’advice to 


Now is the time to get a nice line of small gilt-edged loans. Write for our New Inves- 
Yours truly, JOHN D. KNOX & CO. 
investment Bankers and Loan Agents, TOPEKA, KANSAS, 


CAPITAL, $750,000. SURPLUS, $349,307. 


AVINCS peament 
J.B. WATKINS LAND MORTGAGE CO, 


17 Years’ Experience. $10,363,800 Loaned. $6,450,681 of Interest 
and Principal returned to Investors. No delay. Not a dollar lost. 


To encourage savings, the obligations of this Company are given in amounts of $5 and upwards, with 
5% indaregt, coupons attached. These obligations can, at any time, be exchanged for 6 % First Mortgage Real, 
Estate Debenture Bonds of this Company, in amounts of $300 and upwards, securities deposited with, and 
bonds certified by, THE FARMERS? LOAN AND TRUST CO., of New York. a 

This is a great opportunity for persons of small means. 


Oo FOR SALE atour NEW YORK 
DEBENTURE BONDS ..... ccestcas 
(@) AND. ACCRUED INTEREST. 


For pamphlet with full information, and 450 testimonials, ad 


J. B. WATKINS L. M. CO., Lawrence, Kansas, 
Or HENRY DICKINSON, New York Manager, 243 Broadway. 


